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Organizers Unite 


to Keep Gay 
Pride Alive 


With foster parenting and AIDS major issues, the homo- 
sexual community in Northampton was shocked co hear 
there might not be a march this year.GALA can’t run it, bur 
about a dozen individuals “became” a committee and the 
Sth annual Lesbian Gay Pride March is set for May 3. 
Permits are in the works, HAVEN loaned seed money to 
boost the foster parent issue,and fundraising is underway. 

Current priorities are a need for speakers and entertain- 
ment co follow the march down Main Street. There is a 
possibility of including a gay liberation band from Boston in 
the march itself. 

The main snag is a lack of voices at the meetings on 
Monday nights. A suggestion for this year’s theme was, 
“Taking A Stand -- Holding Hands”, but there was no 
feedback from the disabled community on wording which 
might offend chem. Another line, “Fostering Equality -’- 

Securing the Fucure” seemed closer, but the second phrase 
wasn't quite ripht. More heads were needed to perfect it, so 
a decision was tabled until the March 17 meeting. 

The theme “Just Plain Folks” got laughing support, bur, 
said committee members, "We wouldn't need a march if 
people saw us that way!” 

“Icall started because of homophobic legislation,” recalls 
Jeff Jerome, who has participated every year. “Back in 
"81-'82 there was a move to ban the subject of homosexual- 
ity in the school system. If it had gone through teachers, 
board members, the entire educational community would 
have been at risk for speaking out in favor of gays or 

lesbians anywhere, not just in a classroom.” It was also the 
year the gay and lesbian communities came forward to help 
uther progressive groups fight for their rights. 

“It was a good thing we organized when we did,” Jerome 
went on. “The next year the lesbian community was under 
fire vee Phone calls, death threats, arson.” Although it 
wasn't the sole objective of the march, the result was the 
appointment of a short-lived task force to deal with the 
harrassment. 

By that time the march doubled from 500 the first year to 
1,000, swelling to 1,500 the third year. “That was the year 
we sued the city,” says Jerome. The march was set for the 
usual first Saturday in May but in 1984 GALA was denied a 
permit. “They safd it was because Saturday was too busy and 
the police couldn't handle it, which wasn’t much of a com- 
pliment to the police force.” GALA got an injuction, the 
march went off, the police handled the situation well, and a 
court later decided the city ordinance was illegal. “There 
was no method of appeal. It all hinged on che decision of 
one person.” : 

This year the city is cooperating beautifully, leading the 
novice committee through the proper procedures under a 
brand new ordinance step by step. But there are other 
problems. 

Entertainers as well as speakers are needed to make the 
day a celebration of the homosexual lifestyle as well as a 
March for issues. A big Part of the celebration of the 
Bay-lesbian life is che dance following the march. This year, 
lacking the larger organizing abilicy of GALA, there may 
not be a dance. If more people turn up at the Old School 
Commons each Monday night a dane canbe organized. At 
the moment its up co the community. There is a need for 
help with peace keeping, publicity, dealing with handi- 
capped accessibility, interpreters for the hearing impaired, 

SECTS aap Icome to join th 
Outreach and fundraising. Anyone '* on peal 
: thampton Center for the Arts, 
Committee at 7:30 p.m., Nor ittee through POB 
ach Monday, or to contact the comm OX 


1223, Northampton, MA 01061. 
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Pe ‘ fest 


Wonnen'sPentagon 
Action 


by Barbara NicGlynn 


In the spring of 1980, a conference at the University of 
Massachusetts entitled “Women and Life on Earth” in- 
spired the Women's Pentagon Action. This was a network 
of women throughout the Northeast which organized two 
women’s ritualistic actions as the Pentagon in Washington, 
D.C. in November of 1980 and 1981. 

The spring of 1983 found the threads of the original 
women’s network connected again; this time the focus was 
the Pershing and Cruise missiles soon to be deployed in 
Europe. A women’s peace encampment was organized in 
Seneca Falls, New York, where the missiles were stored. 
The organizers contacted the Women's Pentagon Action to 
see if there was interest in local support work for che 
encampment. 

At that time, the Women’s Pentagon was no longer an 
organized group. It was a loosely connected network of 
small groups and individuals, and a regional meeting 
decided that local groups could acr as they wished concern- 
ing Seneca. The WPA network in the Pioneer Valley chose 
to actively support the peace encampment. Regular meet- 
ings were held with up to 40 women attending. Committees 
were formed that fell into two interactive categories: the 
first was women interested in direct involvement with the 
peace encampment. The second category was women doing 
outreach and local support work. 


continued to Page 7 
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Birth Control: 
A Choice not 
Chance 


by Lisa Horan 


“Birth control is a fundamental right that we will never 
give in on. Legal abortion is a fundamental necessity for a 
quality of life worth living...” So declared Eleanor Smeal, 
president of the National Organization for Women at the 
recent March for Women’s Lives held in Washington, D.C. 
The march and rally on March 9 drew a crowd estimated at 
125,000 by the organizers. At least twenty-eight colleges 
from Massachusetts alone were represented, including all 
of the five colleges in the area. Buses left the Haigis Mall at 
12 a.m. Saturday to begin a 8-1/2 hour crip. Over 150 
University students attended, carrying signs that read 
“Choice not Chance” and “When Reagan gets pregnant, let 
him decide.” 

The National Organization for Women sponsored the 
march to protest the anti-abortion rider which has ben 
attached to a Civil Rights Restoration Acc currently under 
review in the House. In a fact sheet distributed by NOW, 
the conservative anti-abortion ploy is explained. Three 
sections of the Civil Rights Act passed in the 1960s and 70s 
prohibit sex and race discrimination, and discrimination 
against those who are physically handicapped: Title 1X of 
the Education Amendment of 1972. Title V1 of the Civil 
Lughts Acct of 1964 and Section 504 of the Ketabilitation 
Act of 1973, respectively. The prohibitions require thar 
federal funds be given to institutions only if they are non- 
discriminatory. However, the Reagan Administration, 
says the fact sheet, has narrowed the interpretation to only 
particular programs, not the sponsoring institution. This 
has led the way to reinterpretation of other civil rights 
mentioned above, specifically equal opportunities for 
women and minorities. 

NOW links the anti-abortion rider with che buildup of 
pressure by the National Council of Catholic Bishops, who 
they claim are attempting to legislate morality through 
pressure on Congress. 

The March for Women’s Lives met with a wide responde 
from Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, to North Caro- 
lina, Virginia, and Michigan. Over 400 organizations were 
represented co protest the anti-aborcion rider as well as to 
decry the harassment which women’s health clinics and 
family planning agencies have received. Speakers ac the 
rally included Irene Natividad from the National Women's 
Political Caucus, Kate Michelm of the National Abortion 
Rights Action League, former New York Rep. Bell Abzug, 
Faith Evans of the Religious Coalition for Aborcion Rights, 
and Gloria Steinem, editor of Afr. magazine. Several 
congressional leaders were also on hand to lend their 
support for the right of women to access to safe and legal 
abortion and birth control. 

Irene Natividad, the first Asian American elected pres- 
ident of the national Women’s Political Caucus, spoke of 
the need to protect abortion legislation, and that in terms of 
this issue, “there is no middle ground. Either a woman has 
the right to choose or she doesn’t.” The theme of all the 
speakers was that of action and organization, for as 
Gwendoly Calvert Baker said, “Patience, they always 
counsel patience. Desegregation will come in time, if only 
we are patient. Women will have equal rights in time, if 
only we are patient...But we must stand together, for itis all 
of us who suffer if civil rights are not restored. All women 
will suffer if the legal option of abortion is not preserved.” 
These sentiments were expressed again and again. “Stop 
playing with our lives,” warned Eleanor Smeal in her 
address. “You must face the basic facts of life. Uncontrolled 
population would only lead to misery and starvation. And] 
say...it’s about time we got into the streets again. It’s about 
time we show our numbers. The silent majority will be 
silent no longer.” 

Several speakers addressed the need of low-income 
women to have access to abortion and birth control 
services. Gaye Williams, of the National Political Congress 
of Black Women, gave an arousing speech citing rising 
infant mortality rates, unemployment, and lack of educa- 
tional opportunities for blacks as “shameful symbols of a 
government that cares more about bombs than babies.” 


continued to page 12 
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About the 
Valley Women’s Voice 


The Valley Women’s Voice was 
born in 1979 after feminist 
women, angered by the UMass 
student newspaper's refusal to 
give adequate coverage to 
women’s news, occupied the offi- 
ces of the Daily Collegian. 

Since that early spring, the 
Voice has gone through changes 
of personnel, location and format. 
It is now a 16-page monthly witha 
distribution of 8,000 and a mailing 
list of 220 subscribers and ex- 
change publications. 

With an office at Everywoman’s 
Center on the UMass campus, 
and status as a Recognized Stu- 
dent Organization, the Valley 
Women’s Voice is a small busi- 
ness staffed by students and com- 
munity women. 

A healthy share of advertisers 
help keep the paper financially 
afloat, and supplies, advice and 
technical assistance are available 
through the University. Readers, 
contributors, and volunteers 
support the paper, which circu- 
lates between Amherst, North- 
ampton and Springfield. Outlying 
towns and regions receive the 
Voice via the U.S. Mail and willing 
commuters. 


LETT 


Dear VW’V, ’ ae 

For quite a while I have kept my opinions 
of the movie The Color Purple tucked 
away and on rare occasions I have shared 
my opinions to those I thought had a sym- 
pathetic ear. 1 don’t want to be silent any- 
more. I feel it is time for a caste of reality; a 
time for justice. 

Alice Walker committed a crime when 
she sold her story. It's even more of a crime 
that a man who has no concept of who the 
black woman is and how she has managed 
to survive was given the rights to a decent 
story. 

Not one character was interpreted cor- 
rectly. Sophia was a big black woman who 
liked to hit people; Celie was a thin black 
woman always petting beat up. Harpo was 
a shiftless lazy fool and Shug was an exotic, 
seductive vamp. I would like to point out 
that these four characters are the typical 
“warped” images that whites constantly 
portray about blacks and their culture. 

Speilberg definitely had his “Let's show 
the white people a sensitive story about 
tormented people” attitude on when he 
chose to make this film. I see the film as 
racist and a tremendous set-back for black 
men and women, especially women! 

I am speaking from the reality of being a 
black woman. I am outraged at Speilberg’s 
travesty and more so disappointed in 
Walker's lack of judgement. 


Pippa Fleming 


\ 


To the VWYV staff: 

Better lace than never? I'm sorry I didn't 
do this sooner. Please find enclosed a $20 
check to renew my subscription to the 
VWV. I know it’s a lot less than that; I 
would like, if you still have them, two of 
the buttons that say "We have a Voice”. 
Please accept the rest as a donation. 

You can't imagine how good it is to read 
the VWV up here! Let me tell you about 
the Alaskan idea of a feminist conscious- 
ness. Or maybe I won't. It’s kind of sad. 
Anyway -- the Voice has been one of my 
sanity checks ever since I moved away 
from the Valley, and ] want you to know 
that I for one, have appreciated the work, 
the energy, and the love you have put forth 
in this newspaper -- throughout all of its 
changes. 

In love, 


Mary Elizabeth Rider 


VALLEY WOMEN'S VOICE NEEDS YOU! 
The positions of advertising coordinator and bookeeping 


coordinator are in need of being filled. 
The ad coordinator maintains contact with advertisers 


Daria Casinelli 


Staff Members: 
Susan Manning 


Daria Casinelli | 


issues : | 


jor 


University and the paper. 

Also needed is a distribution coordinator! 

If you are interested in these or other involvement with 
the VWV call 545-2436 or stop in at the EWC, Wilder 
Hall, UMass. 


DEADLINE FOR THE MAY ISSUE IS WEDNES- 
DAY, APRIL 16. EDITING 

WILL TAKE PLACE ON SUNDAY, 

APRIL 20 AND PRODUCTION IS ON SATURDAY 
APRIL 26 AND SUNDAY APRIL 27. WE WILI. BE 
HAVING A GENERAL MEETING ON WEDNES- 
DAY APRIL 9 AT 7:00 INCAMPUS CENTER. 


c/o Everywoman’s Center 
Wilder Hal!, UMass 
Amherst MA 01003 


and keeps accounts in balance. $8 A 
Monika Giacoppe The bookeeping coordinator works on maintaining all : 
Lisa Bohne accounts for the VWV She is also a liason between the Valley Women’s Voice 


Interns: 
Lisa Horan 
Lorena Nozzolillo 


Omer ewesese eters eeess tag, 


ry 
° 
. 
° 
e 
e 
a 
a 


SUBMISSIONS WELCOME! 

Your contribution to the VWV is 
greatly appreciated. We ask that a 
phone # and name be enclosed with 
all material for editing purposes. If 


you wish to remain anonymous, 
please indicate this when submitting 


items. 


We request that all annoucements 
and calendar items be submitted in 
writing. 


The Valley Women's Voice 
would like to hear from all 
women. With this in mind, the 
VWV accepts for the calendar 
and announcements sections 


Display and Classified Ad Rates 


Camera Ready 
Additional Charges 


items up to five Ines in length Full Papehecn) se aaa $448.00 

about events and topics of Half P 9 esetti : 
interest to women. Announce- ‘ Sone Gere ee he ges ce ; oe © ney layout 
ments for non-profit organiza: Quarter Page (2 col x 8") or (4 x 4").........--.. $128.00 Contract Discount add $2.00/col inch 
tions will be given prefence an Eighth Page (1 col x 8°) or (2. X 4" )..eeeeeeeseeces $64.00 ; 

additional space when it is Sixteenth Page (2 col x 2”) or (1 x 4”) $32.00 4 pales Seaport, Sin dag? or 5% camera work: 
available. In the cases of profit- i z Ans Cen a ISSUES. «oon eneeeenrereeeceseeneerensee 8% add $5.00 t 
making organizations, dollar Thirty-Second Page (1 col x 2")... eseeeeseeees $16.00 9 ISSUCS.ceccceceoceeeeceec-------e.. 12% : 0 total 
amounts of fees will not be Business Card Size......cc.sssscsssecsesseeseeteeeeereees $18.00 8raphic artwork: 


listed. See the display and clas- add $2.00/col inch 


sified advertizing rates for more 
information. 


Classified /Adsssf24-24 0 S.25/ word 


‘ | Payment is due within seven days of publication. 
eae eee il we © An additional 10% pre-payment discount may be subtracted from your cost if payment is received before the 27th of the month prior to 
statement in any letter to the editor 
represents any official position of 
the Valley Women’s Voice, the 
Student Government Association, 
administration or trustees of 
UMass, or the State Board of 
Regents. 


publicacion. 
© In liew of “tear sheets,” all advertisers will receive a complimentary copy of the issue in which their advertisement appears. 


© All changes in ad copy must be received by the 20th of the month prior to publication, unless other arrangements are made with the ad 


representative. 
e A column is 2 & 1/2 inches wide by | inch long. 


ADVERTISE IN THE VOICE! 


Hower Foundation 
Accepting Grant 
Applications 


by Lesiea Newman 


FLOWER Foundation, Inc. (For Love of Memey Leave 
Resources) is one of the few granting organizarho’ 

country that gives money to Lesbians only. tyes “te 
founded in 1981 by a group of Lesbians, some of w om zn 
money (either from high-paying jobs or inheritance) mae. 
they wanted to funnel into the Lesbian community. Ac that 
time, FLOWER was known as the Lesbian Foundation. 
Five years later, FLOWER Foundation 1s growing and 
thriving, having given out over $1400 to various Lesbian 
projects, including: 3 Lesbian Photo ID Show, a film and 
workshop on Lesbians choosing children, a poetry/ theater 
piece about facher/daughter incest called “We Promised 


Not to Tell,” and a poor and working-class women’s 


support group. ; 
FLOWER receives money in several ways: one-time 


donations, monthly pledges, and fund raisers, including the 
ever-popular “Girls Juss Wanna Have Fun” breakfasts for 
Lesbians. Obviously it takes a lot of work to keep FLOWER 
going and growing. Presently there is a core group of six 
dykes who meet on a monthly basis to manage the business 
of running a granting organization. One of them is Martie 
McNabb. 

“FLOWER is my political work," says McNabb. ‘Les- 
bians do important work and ] like being involved with an 
organization that gives money to Lesbians. Some of these 
projects wouldn't happen withour FLOWER—Lesbians 
come together, share things, generate ideas, and that is a 
political statement in itself.” 

The women of FLOWER would like to see more dykes 
join the group, and would welcome more diversity. Accor- 
ding to member Susan Ritter, they would like more “older 
Lesbians and Lesbians who have been out for a long time.” 
A woman does not have to have money to be a part of 
FLOWER. Its members are not “a bunch of rich Lesbians 
trying to give away their money.” Rather, the women of 
FLOWER seek to be a diverse group of Lesbians who all 
work hard cto seek out and tap into the money chat ts 

available to the Lesbian community, and then distribute 

that money to Lesbians working on projects that probably 
wouldn't happen otherwise. Lesbians working on projects 
that probably wouldn't happen otherwise. Lesbians can get 
involved with FLOWER in a variety of ways, such as 
joining the core group, helping with various projects such 
as posting flyers for an event, volunteering to serve 
refreshments at a dance, donating a service or object to a 
raffle, or giving a one-time donation or monthly pledge 
(donations to FLOWER are tax deductible.) 

If you are interested in participating in FLOWER in any 
way, please call the office on Mondays, between 9:30 and 
12:30 at 586-0622 or drop FLOWER a note at P.O. Box 602, 
Northampton, MA 01061. 

FLOWER looks forward to receiving grant applications 
for a variety of projects from Lesbians in Hampshire, 
Franklin, Hampden and Berkshire counties. They only 
wish they had enough money to fund all the great projects 
that apply. The main criteria for a project to be funded by 
FLOWER is that it benefits Lesbians in the four counties 

mentioned above, that the applicant be a Lesbian who lives 
in one of those four counties, that the project be not-for- 

Profit, that the event takes place in a space accessible to 

wheelchairs, and that the applicant be open to making their 

event accessible in other important ways (an accessibility 
sheet is provided to all applicants). The project should also 
be in accordance with FLOWER’s statement of purpose: 


FLOWER FOUNDATION, INC. (The Lesbian Found- 
ation) was established by Lesbians to provide money to 
Lesbians in order to support Lesbian art, culture, talent 
resources and ideas. 


We strive to be multicultural and multiracial, to oppose 
oppression and to be responsible and responsive to the 
Lesbian community. 


We operate by participation of working memberts on the 
Board of Directors, the Granting Board and special comm- 
ittees (fundraising, publicity, special projects), all of which 
are necessary to the honest and open functioning of 
FLOWER. 


The nexe granting cycle will occur in the Fall of 1986. 
Please contact the office if you would like an application and 
watch for announcements of 1986 Spring grantees at the 
end of April. 
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NYC Council Passes Gay 


Rights Bill 


The New York City Council 
approved a homosexual rights 
bill on Thursday, March 21, 
after a 15-year battle. The 
bill was approved by an unex— 
pectedly wide margin of 21 to 
dite 

Mayor Koch left his office 
and came up to offer this ad- 
vice at an impromptu news con-— 
Ference: ”’The sky is not going 
to Fall. There isn’t going to 
be any dramatic change in the 
life of the city.” 

Dpponents did not agree. 
Even before the meeting was 
over, Council members who had 
Fought the legislation vowed to 
challenge it through legal 
means, in a lawsuit question— 
ing the city’s jurisdiction to 
pass such a law, and perhaps-—— 
though city lawyers deemed it 
an illegal approach--through a 
public referendum. 

"We are going to go to the 
very end to see that this bill 
is defeated,” said Councilman 
Noah Dear, the Brooklyn 
Democrat who headed the oppo- 
sition. 

The bill, which amends the 
administrative code of New York 
City, is intended to ban dis- 
crimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation in housing, 
employment and public accoma-— 
dations. 


Supporters say it is basic 
civil-rights legislation; 
opponents contend that it puts 
an imprimatur of acceptance on 
homosexual life styles. 

Supporters, while not ignor- 
ing the possibility of problems 
ahead for the legislation, were 
looking to a calmer future. 
"It’s not revolutionary, but 
it’s something that going to 
bring a lot more peace to this 
city,” said Andrew Humm, a 
leader of the Coalition of Les- 
bian and Gay Rights. "Now we 
can give more full attention to 
protecting our civil rights.” 

The debate covered familiar 
ground, angry exchanges between 
Council members were at a mini- 
mum and outbursts from the 
spectators were nonexistent. 

The only protest came when 
Councilman Dear spoke. As he 
denounced the bill, at least 40 
men and women stood silently in 
the gallery and turned their 
backs on him, emulating a group 
of Jewish men who had turned 
their backs on Mayor Koch when 
he spoke in favor of the bill 
at an earlier council hearing 
on March 11. 


Condensed from 
The New York Times, 


March 21 


“Women Running for Women” is the theme of the 9th 
Annual Women's Running Race on Sunday, May 11 at 
Berkshire Community College in Pittsfield. Women from 
throughout western Massachusetts and eastern New York 
will be running in the 2.1 and 6.2 mile-races beginning ar 
11:00 a.m. The race is sponsored by, and for the benefit of, 
the Rape Crisis Center of Berkshire County and Wildwo- 
mensports, an athletic group for women and girls. The 
finish line is run by Wildwomensports. 

Free T-shirts will go to the first 300 registered runners 
and prizes will be awarded to the top four finishers inseven 
age categories. And this year there will be special recogni- 
tion to all mother/daughter combinations finishing in 
either race. The last few years the race has been held on 
Mother's Day and it has become a tradition for women to 
celebrate together by running or walking with our daugh- 
ters, mothers, and grandmothers. The ages of runners 
range from three years old to 83. Another new feature this 


year is the Group Competition; if you can get together eight 
or more runners and send in the application together, the 
fastest runner in the group will receive a prize. 

The race site will have an ambulance, medical team, and 
best of all -- myotherapists! Runners will get free refresh- 
ments, and food and beverages will be for sale. 

Pre-registration closes on May 5. The fee is $6.00; after 
that it is $7.00. Late registration will close at 10 a.m. the day 
of the race. Registration forms will be available early April 
in the Pioneer Valley at Womonfyre Books, the Valley 
Women’s Martial Arts School in Easthampton, and sport- 
ing good stores. Or, you may send off for one to: Women's 
Running Race, Box 477, Stockbridge, MA 01262. 

Individual women and women's businesses are also being 
sought to be $35.00 sponsors. Listings of sponsors will be 
published in two ads before and after the race. If you can 
help out, make checks payable to Women's Running Race. 
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THE U.S. STIFLES WORKING 
HOUSEHOLDS 


A recently published study 
Con-dusted by the Family 
Planning Council of the Economic 
Policy Council, concluded that 
the American workplace has 
failed to adjust to dramatic 
changes in the American family. 
The majority of Americans are 
finding that their work and 
family lives come into conflict, 
the panel continued. This 
conflict is difficult for the 
people and a drain on the nation’s 
resources. 

The panel wrote that both 
government and corporations 
should adopt policies to make it 
easier for employees to work 
while rearing chil-dren. 

Specific recommendations 
put out by the panel include: 
allowing six to eight week 
maternity leave for women with 
partial pay and guaranteed 
return; offering unpaid leave for 
men and women with newborn or 
adopted 


child health care 


flexible work schedules. 


Jobs in the United States are : 
Still structured much as if the : 
typical family was composed of a : 
man going out to work and : 
leaving his wife home with the : 
children; even though less then : 
10 percent of families in the : 
U.S. stil fit this model. Half of : 
all women with children under, : 
three years old end 70 percent : 
of women whose youngest child : 
is six to thirteen years old are : 
in the labor force, the report : 


said. 


countries have 


NOT EVEN HUNGER FUNDS ARE 
SPARED 


Domestic and international : 
hunger programs will be carved : 
by the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings : 


deficit knife this year. Some can 
expect a %4.3 cul; those groups 
include ones such as. the 
Temporary Emergency Food 
Program, the Elderly Feeding 
Program, and the Food and 
Nutrition Education Program. 
Some others will experience 
cuts in administrative funds like 
Food Stamps, Children Nutrition 
Programs and the Special 
Supplemental Food Program for 
Women Infants and Children 


(WIC). 

Gramm -Rudmen and 
Hollings also shelved = an 
emergency Africa famine 


supplemental appropriations 
bill. The International Disaster 
Assistance ac-count will be cut 
by $968,000 despite conditions 
in Sub-Sshara Africa. Potential 
reductions on domestic as well as 
foreign programs could exceed 
258. 


Off Our Backs 


children, with job % 
return guaranteed; improving : 
efforts to provide quality child : 
care; improving maternal and : 
services ; 
through Medicaid or private : 
insurance; and creating more : 


Most industrialized 
implemented : 
family policies to accom-—modate : 


: Committee 
: Rainbow Coalition were among 
: those who rallied in Cambridge 
: in support of Mel 
: declaration of candidscy for the 
> Eighth Congressional 
: Seat. This seat is currently held 
: by retiring “Tip” O'Neil. 


Newsbrieis 


the changing economic and social 
environment. The United States 
has not. In other countries the 
support services offered to 
women have help narrow the 
income gap between women and 
men while in this country that 
gap is widening. The lower pay 
of women is 8 principle reason 
for the growth in the number of 
children living in poverty in the 
U.S. 

The Family Planning was set 
up by the Economic Policy 
Council which, established in 
1976 as an offshoot of the United 
Nations Association of the U.S., 
describes itself as a vehicle for 
forging consensus between labor 
and management on world 
economic issues. 


(info from New York Times 
by Karen Mudd) 
Off Our Backs 


RE-ENTRY ASSISTANCE FOR 
WOMEN 


A new program hes sprung 
out of the Hampden County 
Displaced Home- maker Program 
as an expanded service. The 
Customized [tnternship Project 
is designed to supply experience 
for women over 30 who are re- 
entering the job market. The 
internship Project helps women 
who have interests and skills in 
specific occupations. They 
provide 3 months worth of 
hands-on experience. Contact 
Bonnie Dietz the regional 
training manager at 737-6841. 


Now Times 


FAIR HOUSING CLINIC IN 
SPRINGFIELD 


The Urban League of 
Springfield has established a 
clinic with WNEC to provide 
legal representation for people 
who believe they have been 
subjected to housing 
discrimination. The clinic will 
serve a 60-mile radius and will 


provide free legal 
representation. Call Cade at 
739-7211. 

Now Times 


GAYS AND LESBIANS RALLY FOR 
MEL KING 


The Gay and Lesbian Defense 
(GLDC) and the 


King’s 


District 


The GLDC was among those 


> groups who will be assisting in 


: the organization of at least 20 
: Constituency groups including 
: tenants, labor activists, women, 
: peace and disarmament activists, 
: health care workers, and Middle 
: East activists. 


Gay Community News 
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
EXCOMMUNICATES PLANNED 
PARENTHOOD ACTIVIST. 


The Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Providence Rhode Island 
excommunicated Mary Ann 
Sorrentino ss the director of 
Planned Parenthood. According 
to the church officials, her job 
makes her en accomplice in 
abortions. The church notified 
Sorrentino in May ‘85 but did 
not make this public until 
January. 

Mary Sorrentino has been a 
Catholic all her life which makes 
the church's decision very 
painful toher. In order for her 
to be accepted back into the 
church, she must quit her job 
and repent her sins; she must 
ask forgiveness for working 
there. 

Sorrentino’'s 15 year old 
daughter Luisa was also 
interrogated about her view on 
abortion before she was con- 
firmed. Luisa said that she 
wouldn't have an abortion 
herself and she didn't know hew 
she felt about other women 


having them. The church 
considered this an adequate 
response. Feye 


Wattleson, the National Presi- 
dent of Planned Parenthood 
believes Sorrentino's 
excommunication is an act of 
religious persecution. She 
believes this may be the 
beginning of meny acts of 
intimidation for all Planned 
Parenthood's Catholic staff. 
New York Times and 
Hartford Courant 


CLARK UNIVERSITY REHIRES 
WOMAN PROFESSOR 


A Federal judge has ordered 
Clark University in Worcester 
to rehire Rona M. Fields who wes 
denied tenure 10 years ago. Ms 
Fields who is a Sd3yrs old 
sociology professor, testified 
that she was a victim of sexual 
harassment and denigration by 
the male faculty mem-bers. 

The judge ruled that on the 
grounds of sexttal 
discrimination, Rona  Fieids 
should be hired back on a two 
year trial period after which she 
will be considered for tenure 
again. Clark University is 
consider ing an appeal. 


The Boston Globe 


SPRINGFIELD DISTRICT COURT 
APPOINTS A WOMAN 


Nancy Dusek-Gomez was 
confirmed by the Governor's 
Council for a judgeship in the 
District Court in Springfield on 
February 19. 


Now Times 


RAMBO GETS MAN OF THE YEAR 
AWARD 


In protest of Harvard 
University’s pick of Sylvester 
Stallone as “Man of the Year”, 


about 150 people picketed the 
university grounds where the 
award was being presented. 
Stallone is famous for his roles 
as Rocky and Rambo. The award 
wes presented by Harvard 
University’s student theater 
group the Hasty Pudding Club. 

Protesters many of them 
gays and lesbians, accused the 
Hasty Pudding Club of promoting 
and supporting anti-Asian 
violence, racism, militarism 
and sexism. Ina press release, 
the Hasty Pudding Club referred 
to "Rambo" as an “endearing and 
unforgettable character.” 

Vietnam Vets present at the 
demonstration protested the 
glorification of a wer where 
countless lives were lost and 
many were wounded; Rambo is a 
completely inaccurate account of 
the Vietnam War. 

Peter Kiang, program 
director of the Asian Resource 
Workshop and a graduate student 
at the university spoke out about 
the effects such a movie has on 
Asians living in this country. 
The message in the movie is that 
Asian blood is cheap. When 
Rambo: First Blood, Part Il 
opened, violence against Asians 
erupted. Two Asian families hed 
‘heir homes broken into. 

On a more satirical note 
son.2 of the protesters carried 
placards calling themselves the 
"Ramba KKKoalition”, “The 
Men's International League tor 
War and Fascism” their "Ladies 
Auxiliary” and “Another Mother 
for World Domination.” The 
satire, many feel, was effective 
in catching attention in as way 
that most demonstrations don't. 

Stattone is already speaking 
of plans for a Rambo Ii! which 
will deal with world issues. 
Stallone claims, “it'll be 
something that’s newsworthy, 
like Latin America.” 


DALKON SHIELD REMINDER 


Al women wishing to make a 
claim inst. AH. Robin's 
Dalkon Shield (IUD) must_have 
their claims in by April 30, 
1986. A forma) questionnaire 
will be sent_to you which must 
be returned by June 30, 1986 
if_ you are a resident of the 
United States: July 30, 1986 if 
you ere a non-resident. 

The crab-sheped device has 
been associated with Pelvic 
Inflammatory Disease (PID), 
tubal abscesses, peri-tonitis, 
Septicemia, ectopic pregnancies, 
Septic abortions, brain damage 
In new~borns, infertility and at 
least 20 deaths. 
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Abortion Exploitation? 


by Sarah Bush 


There's a new twist in the unabating anti-choice line and 
it is called WEBA, Women Exploited by Abortion. They 
and a facilitator from the Massachusetts Citizens for Life 
spoke at Amherst College Friday, Feb. 21 for well over two 
hours. They are a new organization whose advertising 
methods employ the latest techniques of moral double- 
speak; which means they corral attention in this Happy 
Valley of social awareness by plastering signs all over 
UMass campus announcing an information session concern- 
ing the “exploitation of women by the abortion industry. 
Come and hear the facts,” they advise. Unfortunately, facts 
were not a concern of the panel. Under the guise of 
progressive social activity lies the real interest of WEBA: 
instilling legally and institutionally the narrow, restricting 
mores or Christianity—a point left conveniently out of the 
flyers and press releases. 

WEBA claims to have three main goals: "Saving unborn 
babies and their mothers through counseling...educating 
women about the traumatic reality of abortion;” providing 
" post-abortion counseling by providing a forum for 
women who have had abortions to share these exper- 
iences;” and dedication to “stopping abortion and abortion 
funding by making our voices heard in our nation’s law- 
making institutions.” 

Women, contents WEBA in their propaganda, “are often 
misled or lied to before having an abortion.” WEBA, they 
promise, presents the truth. It goes on to say that a woman 
“usually feels a deep sense of guilt, rage, pain, and despair 
following an abortion.” And if this list of suggestions on 
how to feel doesn’t inflame your imagination, they've 
provided plenty more in the dramatic advertising ploy of 
recreating reality for the reader: “You are hurting,” it says. 
“Perhaps it is worse than that. Your abortion may have left 
you more or less psychologically incapacitated. Your self- 
esteem may be at an all-time low. You may be suffering 
depression, anger, fear of punishment.” 

Two women from WEBA, Tina Carter and Cynthia 
Moriarty, as well as representative of Massachusetts 
Citizens for Life, were the three main spokespeople. 
Members of MCEL, however, dotted the audience and were 
called on frequently during the question and answer session 
when some of the questions got too challenging. 
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Tina Carter explained her story first. She described 
herself as a heavy drinker at the time of her unexpected 
pregnancy who was, in her own words, “noe really emotion- 
ally stable at the time.” She recalled her exploitation as the 
advice she solicited from friends and family because “she 
didn’t want to be faced with that responsibility” and 
therefore “wanted my friends, my family to make my choice 
for me, but it didn'c work ouc chat way...everyone I spoke to 
told me I should get an abortion." 

This information was delivered in the trembling, victim- 
ized voice that aches for sympathy—that calls to our 
emotions to empathize with a woman in pain. It is che same 
histrionics that mark the baby killer rants, only rurned 
inward. This is a clever way to change audience alienation 
into empathy or concern. 

Tina then explained, horrified, chat she was required to 
pay for the abortion efore the operation and not after as is 
the usual hospital procedure. Tina then explained that she 
received "typical counseling at the abortion clinic,"and that 
they, horror of all horrors, “never tried to talk me into 
keeping my baby.” (Emphasis added). Imagine, the clinic 
respects the decision of an adult client who has made an 
appointment for an abortion. 

Tina then went onto say that abortion clinics “don’t give 
you any medication at all” during the operation. At the end 
of her testimony, victim Tina remarked that this was a very 
painful operation and that ‘They say that abortion is a very 
quick and easy procedure.” Who are “They”? Perhaps they 
are that elusive “abortion industry” rearing its vague and 
ugly head. 

Luckily for Tina, however, she found a “They” which 
would tell her what to do. She recounted how she “asked 
Jesus to come into my life and forgive me for what I had 


.done...and he did, immediately. He said, I forgive you, 


follow me and I'll tell you how to run the rest of her life.” I 
kid you not. 

Cynthia, too, believed herself to be a victim of social 
irresponsibility. She explained that her parents “never let 
me grow up until after college.” She became unexpectedly 


* pregnant her junior year. Following her pregnancy test, the 


clinic had the gall to be non-judgmental: “The way they 
approached it is ‘oh come on, come in and we'll help you to 
have the abortion. We'll take care of you.”’ The coup d'etat 
in this presentation of the facts was when Cynthia 
confessed chat “the only thing that prevented me from 


- mentally withdrawing from life (dramatic pause) was that] 


held che anaescthesiologist’s hand.” But Tina had said there 
was no medication during the operation! 
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Naturally, in the question and answer forum the pro-choice 
and anti-choice factions were quickly established. I asked 
who the abortion industry actually was. A man in the 
audience informed me that it was Planned Parenthood who 
also supported compulsory sterilization and abortion. I 
asked WEBA their statistics concerning their lise of the 
effects of abortion that was in their booklet (ranging from 
sterilicy, coma and loss of organs to guilt, suicidal impulses, 
and hostility). I asked for the percentages of these effects 
and noone knew. I asked how many other operations might 
have these results, including pregnancy and post-natal 
depression. | offered the statistic that in the U.S, in 1980 the 
mortality rate for abortion was 5 in every 100,000 cases, 
while for pregnancy it was 107 per 100,000. The represent- 
ative from Mass. Citizens for Life explained thar it was too 
much to ask them to provide specific information, regard- 
less of the promise to “Come and hear the facts.” Of the 
references she did use concerning the scientific definition of 
when life begins, she quoted from a few private sources and 
the World Book Encyclopedia to substantiate her claim that 
“all scientists agree” that life begins at conception. 

No one on the panel offered any solutions for women in 
economic straits, other than doctors who will serve you 
through term if you want to have your baby; but will he stick 
around with free assistance for the next eighteen years of 
that baby's life? If the four thousand fetuses which are 
terminated each day in the U.S. were born, are anti-choice 
people prepared to radically restructure our social assist- 
ance programs to accomodate the situation? The woman 
from MCFL has seven children—she told us at least chree 
times—so surely she is aware of the cost of raising even one 
child. 

WEBA is offensive because it’s entire raison d'etre is 
misinformation. It is ethnocentric in its advocacy that 
through Christ one can find redemption for sucha “crime,” 
that this is the answer they offer in response to the 
“abortion industry,” too bad for anyone from another faith 
who is seeking help or has similar feelings as these women. 
This organization is not concerned with the exploitation of 
women, it is about the exploitation of reality; not about 
freedom but about guile and indoctrination. I respect the 
regret of these women over their decision, but I do nor 
respect their distortion of facts in an effort to eliminate 
morality as a personal interpretation and their effort to 
promote the subjugation of free thought and choice 
through a narrow doctrine. 
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“Spectrum 1986”; 
A Day of Feminisi 
Expression 


Feminists in Berkshire County, the western-most portion 
of the state, are organizing a women’s conference in 
Pittsfield on Saturday, June 14. “Spectrum 'B6: A Day of 
Feminist Expression” is the successor to the annual Focus 
on Women conferences that were held in the Berkshires 
for seven years. Focus on Women disbanded last year, with 
the majority of the funds allocated to “Spectrum ‘86" 
because of the similarity in philosophies. 

Seven half-day workshops will be offered twice during 
the day covering theater, music, building women’s societies, 
video, poctry and prose, face-to-face communication, and 
political activism, The workshops are designed to provide 
each woman with a comprehensive tearning experience in 
the particular area she best expresses herself politically. 
This format will also be conducive to meeting other women 
with similar interests and the possibility of setcing up new 
action-oriented groups or projects. 

During the evening a multi-media performance will 
include comedy, theater, and music and the day will close 
with a party for the conference participants. 

“Spectrum '86” will be held at che Westside Community 
School on Union Street in Pittsfield. Registration forms are 
available by writing to P.O, Box 685, Pittsfield, MA 01202. 

Ina special event sponsored by “Spectrum '86” on Friday,» 
the 13th of June, Mary Daly will appear at the Westside 
School to read from a new book to be published in 1987. 

On Saturday, April 5, Goshen singer/songwriter Cath- 
erine D'Amato will be performing in a benefit concert for 
“Spectrum '86" with Laura Anderson on percussion. Cath- 
erine’s performance will include songs from her recent 
album, First Loves. 

The concert will start at 8 p.m. at the Mixed Company 
Theater on Rossiter Street, Great Barrington in the 
Granary building. Tickets are $6.00 and will be available at 
the door. (for directions cal 298-4077). All women are 
welcome. 
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Catherine D’Amato with Laura Anderson in a benefit concert for 
SPECTRUM 86: A Day of Feminist Expression Mixed Company 
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You Can't Kill the Spirit 


BR Hore Seneca Peace Encampment’s 4th Summer 


The Women's Encampment for a Future 0 
Justice, located near Romulus, N.Y., is i i 
Stapes f See kos! uiatie Planning 

Bes tor several summer activities. The Peace C 
which provides an opportunity for women to jo; aoe 
community effort to work nonviolently for ee ne 
armament, was established i aa 

: shed in July of 1983. The idea for a 
woman's encampment to be located in upstate New York 
came as a result of a conference on Global Femini na 
ee ment held on June 11, 1983 ie 
See ee a pene is located just outside the 

I 6 own site for the storage and 
shipment of nuclear weapons to Europe. The cam 
inspired by the actions of British women at the Gterabin 
Common USS. Air Force Base in England, who have been 
aa ete rte since 1982 to protest the Presence of 
e capons in Europe. The women of Greenham 
eee have, despite constant harassment, been able to 

i an active protest by organizing civil disobedience 
actions and demonstrations. 

The Seneca Army Depot began storing tactical nuclear 
weapons in 1957, according to evidence compiled in the 
Peace Handbook. The Peace Camp has an international 
phone network which alercs women in Europe and around 
the world when Cruise and Pershing I] Missiles are leaving 
the depot en roure to Europe. 

Located ona 51-acre farm, the camp has ample space for 
camping and workshops. The fence surrounding the Army 
Depot forms the back boundary to the Peace camp. Women 
live off the land, and provide their own equipment and 
supplies. The camp provides limited health and first aid 
care. It also plans several sessions for non-violence and 
direct action training throughout the summer. Decisions at 
the camp are made by consensus. Andrea Doremus, writing 
of the cump in the March, 1985 issue of Wonannews, 
explains the goals of the Peace Camp in this way: “At the 
Seneca Encampment, we are attempting to love and work 

opether according to a principle of ‘power from within.’ 
We seek to use our individual and collective strength and. 
nergy to empower rather than to dominate each other. 
ahe camp provides a sate, legal space for all women to 
challenge an oppressive, patriarchal world most grossly 
expressed in the nuclear arms race...It is also a place where 


lesbians can live openly and freely celebrate their 
Sexuality.” 


f Peace and 


cont'd from page 1 


Pentagon Action 


Many women were unable to travel to the encampment. 
The second category of committees was concerned with oe 
accessibility and participation in the larger pes a 
poor women, working women, mothers, and others. Oneo 
the projects of this groups was tO arrange transport sie 
for the civil disobedience actions at Seneca during the wee 
of August 1. A big send-off was organized when anes 
van of women left—a march with a kazoo band and the 
presentation of bread and roses to the women in the ve 
The success of Seneca can be attributed ina oe part to the 
amount of support it received at the local level. apes 

When the summer ended, and the a eee ee 
organized support for the encampment fade ee hee 
of women who remianed involved dwindled. Thro or 
the fall of 1983, however, about ren women tee & 
meeting weekly under the name of Women's Pe ap 
Action. These women were the core of the group 
continues to meet today. 

The group initially had some 
transition from being a larger group W!T 


difficulty in making the 
ha specific focus 
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The Women's Peace Encampment receives visitors from 
all over the U.S., Canada, and Europe, In the summer of 
1985, an estimated 3,000 women passed through the camp 
to participate in its activities and demonstrations. At 
present, the Encampment has a mailing list of 8,200. The 
camp is open year-round, with the number of women living 
their during the winter months falling to 5-9. Numbers 
fluctuate, as the atmosphere is intended to be one of 
openness and freedom. Continuity is provided by several 
organizers who plan committee meetings throughout the 
year. Some of these include a site and logistics committee, 
civil disobedience, fundraising, program coordination, 
handbook and local outreach 
There are several reasons why participants of the camp feel 
its presence issoimportant “There is a unique, strong 
and beautiful energy that flows among women and out 
from women when they come together,” says Helen 
Durce."In addition, an all-woman space allows women the 
safety co feel the anger towards male domination, in all its 
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(Seneca) to being a smaller group interested in continued 
local organizing around feminist issues. The women did 
know that they liked working together, and they did in fact 
work well together, as evidenced by the success of their 
summer activities. But the big question they faced at the 
time was, ‘What do we do now?" 

I'd like to mention something about who we are and how 
the group is organized. We are both lesbians and non- 
lesbians, and we are all working women who happen, at 
this time, to work as teachers and service providers. Our 
members have also included artists, store managers, stu- 
dents, and more. 

Although each of us may differ in the emphasis we place 
on various aspects of the important issues, we all agree on 
the most important ones: feminism and the struggle 
against human oppression. Our group has its origins in che 
Seneca committees concerned with accessibility and partic- 
ipation for all women in the larger struggle. This carries 
over into our commitment to local actions. 


We recognize the necessity of maintaining a personal life 
that is integrated with our political work, but not lost in it. 
By this I mean that a balance must be achieved in order to 
avoid “organizers burn-out” as well as retaining our mental 
health. We all have relationships, friendships, families, 
jobs and other activities—politically related and not. We try 
to support each other in the struggle to maintain that 
balance. We have “hellos” ac the beginning of each 
meeting, in recognition of the need for a feminist space to 
share some of our personal concerns and check in with each 
other. This time is formalized into the agenda. We each 
take a few minutes to talk about what's been happening in 
our lives during the past week. We also try to spend some 
social time together. We get together from time to time for 
bagel brunches, ice-cream or potlucks. 

Our meetings operate on the basis of consensus with 
rotating facilitation. Everyone in the group regularly 
facilitates a meeting. This involves volunteering to “take 
the notebook” one week and take notes on any discussion 
and decisions made, preparing an agenda, and the following 
week, facilitating the meeting. We've been doing this fora 
couple of years now, and are all fairly adept at it. New 
members unfamiliar with the process co-facilitate with 
another until she feels more secure. We also operate on a 
skdls-sharing basis, recognizing that each of us brings 


expressions, that is inside us. We are more easily able to 
move beyond anger because there are-no representatives of 
that anger among us. Women need occasions such as the 
Women’s Peace camp to share the safe, joyous energy in 
order to affirm our belief in and hope for a future and the 
possibility of living peacefully together.” 

Among the visitors who participated in the Women’s 
Peace Camp at Seneca was an Atlanta stret poet, Eleanor 
Skelton Cash, who spent a summer there in 1985. Many of 
her poems were inspired by her experiences at the camp. 


Your revolutionary politics is process’ 
And without attachment to results 

You sow your seed; other wimmin 

Come later and reap your produce 
Re-seeding the land, burnishing peace-tools 
Which you come to work with, 

Laid-by in farewell.* 


In 1986, the Seneca Peace Encampment is preparing for 
several anti-nuclear demonstrations, civil disobedience and 
legal counseling workshops, as well as creating a betrer 
community networking system. Organizers and volunteers 
at present are working to retain the camping permit by 
setting up a water surplus and cleaning the water holding 
tank, among other activities, in preparation for the annual 
visit of the Health Department. Structures are being 
planned for workshops and regional meetings to occur 
within the next few months. On May 3 and 4, a regional 
meeting for the camp is planned in Boston. The Peace 
Camp is preparing fora May 11 Mother's Day action at the 
Depot, and a major action is planned for the weekend of 
July 4 and 5. A week of focus is planned for July 25-August 
21 in preparation for the Women Take Liberty Action, 
timed in response to the rededication of the Statue of 
Liberty. 

When asked what difficulties the camp faces today, 
organizers responded that one major concern was funding 
for the camp, which is provided through donations. 
Volunteers are always needed. 


If you would like more information about the camp, call 
(607)869-5825. 


*Reprinted with permission, Eleanor Skelton Cash 


special skills and personal attributes to the group. Rather 
than just letting she who is most skilled at running 
meetings facilitate the meetings, or the best artist draw all 
the art work, we all share our skills and encourage the 
development of those skills in each other. 

We feel chat our commitment to the process of consensus 
is one of the reasons our group has stayed together for so 
long and functioned so well. Our process discussions at 
times can seem interminable but our willingness to devote 
such energy has gotten us through a few difficult times. 

What did that group of women back in the 1983 decide to 
do? First of all, we organized the Valley Women’s Peace 
Potlucks. Many, many women from this area were involved 
in the Seneca Peace Encampment. As a way to keep in touch 
with everyone, once a month potlucks were held. At first, 
the potlucks were the place for women to share their 
experiences at Seneca. As time went on, the potlucks 
became networking gatherings. They continued for about 
two years, along with, workshops, contra-dances, civil 
disobedience, poster campaigns, and support of other 
groups’ activities. 

Our two most recent activities have been an Inter- 
national Women’s Day cultural event in Greenfield, co- 
sponsored with several Greenfield women who have been 
active in]WD events in Greenfield in the past, and Women 
for Survival. We set up a potluck, and then a program of 
singing, poetry, readings, and skits, after which there was a 
dance. Our current activity in process at this time is 
opposition to the Department of Social Service's ruling that 
bases eligibility for foster parenting on one’s sexual 
preference or marital status, rather than on the ability to 
provide a safe, supportive, caring environment for 
children. 

Our interests and actions cover a wide range of concerns: 
from International Women’s Day, to non-intervention in 
Central America, to the labor struggle and more. I should 
say here that I didn’t join the group until che summer of 
1984 when | saw their meeting announcement in the 
newspaper. When] got there I wasn't sure how I fele about 
being such a small group (there are 6 regular members), 
Now, however, I feel very strongly that being a small, 
intimate group is one of the reasons we ahe managed to 
survive for so long. We are interested in new members. We 
are open to all women who share our concerns. If anyone is 
interested, please feel free to contact me at 253-5265. 
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Hope and Despair in Northern Ireland: 
Bernadette Offers a Native Perspective 


“,..As Britain's oldest colony, 

there is no tactic of oppression used 
anywhere in the world that has not 
been used at some time in Ireland.” 


“I’m not a socialist because of any highflown intellectual 
theorizing: life has made me one." (from The Price of My 
Soul, Devlin's 1971 antobiography). 


Bernadette was born in Cookstown, Northern Ireland, in 
1947. As a Catholic, she has faced brutal oppression all her 
life from the apartheid scacelet of Northern Ireland. Like 
many of her fellow Catholics, she has fought to end this 
oppression. She carries the scars of eight Loyalist bullets as 
compensation for her efforts. 

Bernadette (she is know in Ireland by her firse name) 
opened her talk at the Student Union Ballroom Thursday, 
March 13, with an appeal to Americans, particularly Amer- 
ican intellectuals, not to patronize the Irish pople. Eve- 
ryone has a solution to “the Irish problem” yet few know 
what the question is. A look at her own life gives some idea 
of the oppression faced by the Irish people. 

Bernadette’s mother came from the small Catholic bour- 
gevisie of Northern Ireland, but she scandalized the family . 
by marrying the lowly road sweeper's son. Both her parents 
were deeply Christian. If it weren't for this, “Poverty would 
have made me bitter rather than socialist, and what ] know 
of politics would have made me a mad republican.” (from 
The Price of My Soul). Her father was labelled “politically 
suspect” by the Loyalist regime, a bureaucratic category that 
forced him co go “over the water" to Britain to get a job. No 
Irish firm would hire him. As a result of this government 
action, the family was together only a few days each year. 
Her father died at the age of 47, and the family was forced 
onto the rolls of the British welfare system. Bernadette 
considers herself a part of the “ungrateful poor’ of the 
world -- she doesn't want to bite the hand that fed her, she 
wants to chew off the whole arm. 


Bernadette attended a Catholic school, where Irish rather 
than British history, language, and culture were learned. 
The government attempted to take over the school by 
buying them off, but they were chased off the grounds by 
the nuns and students. 

Because education is tree in the United Kingdom (of 
which Northern Ireland is still a parc) Bernadette was able 
to attend college at Queens University in Belfast. Here, in 


1968, People’s Democracy was formed by Bernadette, '4 


Michael Farell, and other students. Along with other seg- 
ments of the Catholic population, they began marching and 
protesting, demanding equality of rights. 

In her speech, Bernadecte noted that the Northern Ire- 
land Civil Rights Association (NICRA) modeled itself on 
the U.S. civil rights movement. At first, they met the same 
response; their peaceful marches were attacked by savage 
mobs of baton-wielding police and reactionary Loyalists. In 
one of the first marches, at Balltollet bridge in 1968, Ber- 
nadette was clubbed to the ground, struck repeatedly in the 
head by boots and clubs with nails driven through them 
--while police stood by watching. Thousands of Catholics 
went through this experience. The police attacked the 
Catholic ghetcoes, burning, beating, and looting. In one of 
these attacks, in August 1969, hundreds of families were 
burned out of cheir homes by police mobs. This was not 
police lack of discipline; this was state policy. It was, pro- 
portionally, the largest forced movement of a civilian popu- 
lation in Europe since the second World War. 

Bernadette noted that it is repression like this which 
radicalizes a people, forcing them to turn to violence in 
‘self-defense. In response to well-meaning foreigners who 
believe the Irish should seek peaceful means of obtaining 
freedom, she cited aspects of British oppression in North- 
ern Ireland today, including the following: 


Irish activist, Bernadette Devlin, discusses the 
need for Americans to become aware of what 
the “Irish problem” really is. 


1. Ireland has been occupied militarily by the British for 
800 years. As Britain’s oldest colony, there is no tactic of 
oppression used anywhere in the world that has noc been 
used at some time in Ireland. Not a single generation of 
Irish people has accepted British imperialism -- there has 
been an attempted revolution in every generation. 

2. The British have a well-deserved worldwide reputa- 
tion as protectors of democracy. In fact, they like to protect 
democracy so much, they won't let anyone have it. Until 
1969, voting rights for Catholics in Northern Ireland were 
almost non-existent. Gerrymandering was so extensive 
that, for example, the city of Derry, with a 60% Catholic 
population, elected no Catholics to its council. Unionists, 
who owned almost all businesses (and still do) got extra 
votes based on the number of employees they had, as well as 
the cash value of their property. Thus they voted many 
times. Today, the goal of disenfranchisement is accomp- 
lished by refusing to recognize Catholic representatives. 


Bernadette made it clear that the democratic process cannot 
work for the nationalise population in Northern Ireland. 
Laws are constantly manipulated to nullify the effect of 
Catholic votes. When a reasonable people have no recourse 
in the peaceful political process, they musc use less conven- 
tional means to get justice. 

3. There is a dual court system in Northern Ireland -- one 
for the political offenses (they're never called “political”) 
and another for the “ODC’'s”. ODC’'s are “ordinary decent 
crimes” such as craffic violations, nonpolitical murders, and 
rape. For these criminals, the legal system is quite similar to 
the U.S. model. For the political criminals, however, there 
are the Diplock courts, where there are no juries, no right to 
counsel, no bail, and no evidence required for a conviction. 
Prisoners are assumd guilty because they have been 
charged. They must prove their innocence. They are held in 
jail, on the average 18 months, while awaicing trial. The 
sentences in the Diplock courts are one-chird longer for the 
same offense than in the ODC courts. Convictions may be 
obtained solely on the testimony of acopor soldier, with no 
evidence of guile required. Half of Northern Ireland's pri- 
soners are under 25 years of age. Twenty Percent are sery- 
ing life terms, and another 50% are serving terms in excess 
of 20 years. This is British “justice” in Northern Ireland. 


by Annie Hayes 


4. A special case of oppression exists in Armagh Prison. 
Here, where all the women prisoners are incarcerated, 
there are daily strip searches. Every time a woman moves 
from one room to another, every time they go to see their 
lawyers, every time the guards feel like it, the women are 
stripped naked, while groups of male guards search for 
“threats to the state”. Women who are pregnant, women 
who are in the middle of their menstrual period, all are 
forced co bend over and submit co intimate body search. 

5. British and Loyalist troops in Northern Ireland have 
the right to shoot on sight suspected terrorists. A young 
man walking down the street with his hands in his pockets 
may be shot dead by a British soldier on the suspicion that 
he may have a weapon, or he may be a member of the IRA 
or other subversive organization. No British soldier has 
been convicted of murder in Ireland, and few have even 
been brought co trial. 


“ The women’s movement 

should be making connections 
between women’s rights 
elsewhere and the humiliation of 
daily strip searches at Armagh 
prison...” 


With these points in mind, Bernadette asked that we 
understand that the luxury of peaceful change does not exist 
in Ireland. Irish people love peace -- as only people who 
have lived through war can love peace -- but the price of 
peace, for Irish as for Nicaraguans or Black South Africans, 
is to lie down and be walked over by the imperialist nations. 
She pointed out that Ireland has never been ac war with any 
nation except Britain, and has only fought Britain for the 
right of self-determination. 


When asked what North Americans can do to bring 
about change in Ireland, Bernadette asked that “connec- 
tions be made” between the struggle of anti-imperialist 
groups in Central America and Southern Africa and the 
struggle of the Irish people against British, and now Amer- 
ican, imperialism. Americans can play a role in attempting 
to keep the U.S. government out of Ireland. This is viral in 
light of the passage in Congress of a $250 million aid bill for 
Ireland. “We know that with American money comes 
American foreign policy,” she said. Ireland has historically 
been neutral. Bernadette fears that the Reagan administra- 
tion will attempt to force Ireland into NATO. “They're 
trying to buy themselves acountry,” she said. The bourgeois 
government in the South of Ireland, desperately to stay in 
office, has made the Republic of Ireland a haven for multi- 
nationals comparable to Puerto Rico. Connections must be 


| made between the struggle of che Irish against multi-nation 


als and the struggle of other Third World nations. 

The women’s movement should be making connections 
between women’s rights elsewhere and the humiliation of 
daily strip searches at Armagh prison, Bernadette said. The 


} ‘Ssue 1s ignored even in the Irish women's movement. The 


stru, i i 
rie of Irish women for divorce and contraceptive 
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Controversial Author: 
Denied Citizenship 


by Rebecca Thatcher 


Restricted exchange of information and a narrowed 
range of political debate in the United States mark the past 
six years of the Reagan administration. These attacks on 
first amendment rights have been documented in the New: 
York Times, the Boston Globe and the Columbia Journal- 
ism Review. Ina 1985 Boston Globe article, Ross Gelbspan 
summarized the Reagan administration's “efforts to res- 
trict and limit the flow of information” as: 

e(lassification of more government documents, reclassi- 
fying previously open information, and elimination of a 
timetable for systematic declassification of historical 
documents. 

@Reducing access through several changes in the admin- 
istration of the Freedom of Information Act. 

eThe imposition of lifetime censorship agreements and 
the administration of lie detector tests to government 
employees. 

eThe refusal to let the press cover the invasion of 
Grenada. 

©The refusal by Pentagon agents to let scientists publish 
of present papers containing no classified information. 

eThe denial of visas to critics of U.S. foreign policy, such 
as Hortensia Allende, widow of former Chilean president 

Salvador Allende. 

As the noted first amendment lawyer Floyd Abrams 
wrote, “The Reagan administration seems obsessed with 
the risks of information, of its potential for leading the 
public to the ‘wrong conclusions’.” 

One of the most recent victims of this policy fs writer, 
poet, and photugrapher Margaret Randall. Last fall the 
American-born author was denied American citizenship by 
the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization service (INS) 
under the McCarran-Walter Act which permits the exclu- 
sion of people for ideological reasons. 

Randall spent 23 years in Mexico, Cuba, and Nicaragua. 
While she was in Mexico she was married to a Mexican 
citizen and had three small children. Because it was hard for 
non-citizens to find work, she applied for Mexican 
citizenship. 

“It was an economic move, not a political one,” she said. 
Randall is now appealing che INS decision with the help of 
the Center for Constitutional Rights in New York City. 

Randall is a prolific author, whose over 40 books on such 
themes as women and revolution have been widely 
acclaimed. Sundino’s Daughters, her most popular book 
about women in revolutionary Nicaragua, has sold 35,000 

copies. Afs. Magazine called it “a powerful porcrait of Nica- 
raguan women both as individuals and as a political force.” 

Randall visited Amherst during International Women’s 
Week to give a poetry reading and to speak at the opening 
of the Nicaraguan Media Project. We spoke for an hour 
about her case with che INS, her writing, and her new job as 

a professor of American Studies and Women’s Studies at 
the University of New Mexico. 

Randall's co-plaintiffs in her suit against the INS include 
luminaries like Alice Walker and Grace Paley -- and with 
good reason, she says. The McCarran-Walter_ Act has 
affected a long list of artists and political figures including 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Pablo Neruda, Hortensia Allende, 
and former Italian NATO commander Nino Pasti. She 
points out that the McCarran-Walter Act was passed over 
President Truman's veto at the height of the McCarthy era. 
Truman warned, “seldom has a bill exhibited the distrust 


evidenced here for citizens and aliens alike. 
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Randall said, “I don’t see this as a case that just revolves 
around myself." Clearly, the case is one of the efforts onthe jf 


part of the Reagan adminitration to silence dissenters and 
narrow the range of political and artistic discussion. “The 


use of immigration legislation by the current administra- f 
tion is an example of a climate chat is being created that jf 


chills intellectual exchange. It chills arcistic exchange; it 
chills any kind of culeural work or exchange that is outside 
the very narrow realm of what the administration finds 


acceptable, which I guess would range from Bob Hope to 


Frank Sinatra.” 

Certainly Randall is outside that range. In fact, she stands 
in stark opposition to the administration's policy in Central 
America, which defines the counter-revolutionaries who 
are fighting the popular Sandinista government as “free- 
dom fighters". Her work in oral history humanizes the 
revolutionary struggle in Nicaragua and renders Reagan's 
ranting about communist dictatorships an unconscionable 
lie. She said, “the ordinary human voices of these people 
become threatening in some way .. . (my case) exemplifies 
the new conservative thrust that would silence people, that 
would disempower them, that continually tries to project a 
single line of thought about what the world is like.” 

Anexample of the right’s disinformation is the portrayal 
of FSLN member Nora Astorga. Randall told the story of 
Astorga’s role in the capture of a particularly mysogynist 
and brutal general! of the Somoza regime. It is a story whose 
distortion by the Reagan administration and the main- 
stream press, Randall finds “particularly disgusting.” 

On International Women’s Day, Astorga lured one of 
Somoza's generals, who had a history of using and manipu- 
lating women, into her bedroom. In an act of great dignity 
and courage, she helped capture chis man. Later, when 
Astorga was outside releasing the chauffeur, the general 
offered too much resistance and the FSLN had to kill him. 
The Reagan administration (and the New York Tsmes) in 
turn portrayed Astorga as a “Mata Hari" (female murder- 
ing spy) who had no right to be an ambassador to the U.S, 
because of her participation in the killing. The action, 
Randall said, was “the FSLN’s way of saying to the women 
of Nicaragua and the world chat we are no longer going to 
take this continual abuse, particularly directed toward 
women, on the part of the Somoza regime in the person of 
this absolutely repulsive criminal, who had a history of 
torture and abuse of women.” 


eee ———————————— 


Randall views the distortion of Ascorga’s story as being 
part of the Reagan administration's theatrics designed to 
persuade U.S. voters to comply with its policy in Nicaragua. 
“The contra war is being sustained with U.S. taxpayers’ 
money. In order to make people accept that in our name, 
there has to be a tremendous amount of distortion.” The 
distortion also involves a “stereotypic idea of women,” she 
said. “Women are not supposed to be involved in this kind 
of thing . . . it’s easiec to deal that kind of distortion to 
women because we are so distorted anyway. The very same 
people who are talking about her (Astorga's) designer jeans 
are the same forces who are telling us daily chat we need to 
wear designer jeans; that if we don’t we aren't successful 
enough, or feminine enough, or good enough." 


Astorga’s story is detailed in Sandino’s Daughters. This 
book, along with many of Randall's other books, not only 
connects socialism and feminism but also connects femi- 
nists from industrialized countries with feminists from, 
underdeveloped countries. Randall chronicles the political 
lives and historical weight of revolutionary women. “Most 
of our history is written by white middle or upper class 
men. Most of our history is not female enough, it’s not 
brown enough, it’s not black enough, it’s not yellow enough, 
it's not gay enough, It’s not the view point of any of the 
groups or classes or ethnicities or sexual preferences which 
have been ignored.” 

Randall says there has been almost a language barrier 
between “two great groups of women.” Feminists from the 
industrially advanced countries who “have fought very 
important battles in cheir own countries have found it hard 
to understand the kind of battles that women in underdeve- 
loped countries have had to fight.” She believes that “femi- 
nism and socialism need one another.” She said they need 
one another in different ways in different countries. “I 
wouldn't pretend that (my books) have bridged that gap 
completely or answered all the questions, but I think they 
have been a useful piece in the puzzle.” 


“_.(my C 
people, that 
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would disempower them, that continually tries to project a 
f thought about what the world is like.” 
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Transitions is a monthly column spotlighting local 
women who arc in the process of affecting change in their 
lives. Our society, though expanding its options for women, 
still conditions many of us to limit our vision of what is 
possible. There are innovative and courageous women liv- 
ing in the Pioneer Valley who are creating visions and 
taking the necessary steps to pursue and achieve their goals. 
These women are succeeding in their fields -- whether it be 
in business, the arts, education, politics, or human services. 
Public recognition is an integral part of success and of 
feeling good about oneself. Such recognition is often with- 
held from women inour culture. This column ss about giving 
women the recognition they deserve for the efforts they 


expend, 


If you were a single parent, sole supporter of your family 
and workng at a survival level job, you too would feel 
trapped. Linda Chatfield, 33, of Deerfield, utilized the 
resources in her environment to expand the boundaries of 
her existence, to push back the walls and give herself room 
to dream. The University of Massachusetts at Amherst 
offered a workshop, "Self-Confidence Building For Clas- 
sifed Women”, and Linda Chatfield, a secretary on campus, 
attended. 

“This was the first of many workshops for women I 
attended. | felt a general questioning and just knew I didn’t 
feel good. I went to several women’s workshops on campus 
and they served as some kind of impetus for me. I read the 
books they suggested. When I went to the workshops, I 
didn't know what I was looking for. Ina way, I was reaching 
out for help, in an almost groping, nebulous way. I didn’t 
know what | was going to get a lot of the times. When | 
went to the first couple of workshops, I was almost afraid. I 
had never done such things before. : 

“The reasons I went to the workshops were because I 
didn’t want to be a secretary all my life. I fele there could be 
something more, but I wasn’t sure how. I fele sort of 
trapped in my own little world of being a secretary, being 
poor all my life. I wasn’t sure there was any way out of ir. 


Tramaidl 


by Barbara A. McCallum 


Making a Move for Education 


"The workshops, many of them sponsored by the Eve- 
rywoman’'s Center, taught me that I'm not the only person 
feeling this way. Women over the centuries have been 
feeling this way. We are so passive to everything and it's 
almost like you let life happen to you instead of going out 
and living it. I just was reading last night Simone de Beau- 
voir's The Second Sex, about little boys and little girls and 
how as little girls we are molded into that passivity. Little 
boys are encouraged to go out and seek life and be chal- 
lenged. It always seems so unfair to me. Why do we have to 
maintain this passive role and why do we let life happen to 
us? A lot of my life has been negative and when I look at it, | 
say, But you lec that happen to you. You didn't do anything. 
You didn’t actively participate to change it.’ 

“It was really starting to bother me that I was letting 
these bad things happen to me. Going to workshops, devel- 
oping support networks and finding out I'm not the only 
person feeling this way, this is very empowering. It takes 
that isolation away. You realize it’s not inherently your 
fault or that you are doomed to failure. It’s more like a 
socialization process and not a conscious one. It sore of 
happens beyond our control. I want it #0¢ to be beyond our 
control! 

“In some of the workshops, I worked on setting goals; 
what do I want to do and what do I have to do to get there? 
The University has really excellent workshops through 
their staff development program. Once | discovered how 
good it felt co go to one or two of these workshops, | began 
to seek chem out, to look for more of them. | decided | 
wanted my bachelor’s but ] have to work full time. I looked 
at all the logistics. I really wanted to create my own degree 
program. 


“I decided to call University Without Walls and went to 
their information and orientation meeting. | really believe 
UWW is great. It fills this need in the community that is so 
important. When we got together at orientation and so 
many people from different walks of life and all their 
various reasons for being there, they couldn’t do it any other 
way. They couldn’r go back and be traditional students. 
There are people at UWW much older than | am. I think 
this is great. Education is for everyone and if you really want 
to do it, you can do it. 


“T want to help women through workshops and writing 
the way I have been helped. My bachelor’s degree will be a 
base for the counseling and educational aspects of my Mas- 
ter's program and my future work. My UWW program 
focuses on Women’s Studies, Education, and Home Eco- 
nomics. I want to understand women, the family and 
society, and see how it all got mixed together. 

“I feel empowered by what I am learning and by what ] 
am doing. I am taking an active part in controlling my life 
and determining what's happening to me. I feel more in 
control of my life than I ever have. 

“T take two courses every semester and I work full time 
on campus. My transition is both an internal and an exter- 
nal one. It’s like all of a sudden I thought, ‘I'm going to be 
stuck. I have to be a secretary all my life, even though I know 
I'm really competent.’ Burl always thought, ‘Well, you can’t 
go to school. You can’t afford it.’ Now | really know, I really 
feel that I don’t have to be a secretary forever. This going 
back to school is a struggle, I mean the time, the commit- 
tment to study, to go to classes, the whole bit. But I really 
feel I can not only get my bachelor’s buc I want to go on for 
my Master's in counseling and adult education. I really 
believe I'm going to do it! 

“A support network is really important. When I get to 
feeling low, I call a supportive friend and usually climb back 
up. In the early stages of my transition, when I was saying to 
myself, "You're a woman, you're a secretary, you have no 
control over your life’, I thought many times I wouldn't 
make it. But as I became stronger and further along in the 
process, | lost those thoughts. When I did have my weak 
moments, I'd call someone in my support network who 
would say, Wait a minute, Linda, last week you were telling 
me you were going to do it. You're telling me now you can't 
do it? Of course you can do it!’ They give it all back to you 
again. This is important. 

“Everybody goes through weak moments. But then you 
have that other part that comes back in again for you saying, 
"You can do it!" It’s an internal thing that is really going to 
keep you going. The friends are important and you really 
need to have them. But it’s gor to be inside you. You have to 
somehow keep feeling chat You Can Do It. For the most 
part, | have turned off the old tapes that told me I couldn't 
do it, 1 was not smart enough, I didn’t have the time, | was 
too old. Initially, these internal messages were a problem. 


cont'd on page 13 
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Heidi Lu Elshtain is an Amherst 
resident who is working towards 
her BFA degree in Niay. 

Her work is an integral part of 
her life and visa-versa. Heidi 
believes that “art forms should 
not be seperated from the 
artist.” 

Nore of her work will be dis- 
played at Herter Art Gallery at 
the University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst from April 6 to 12. The 


gallery is open Mon-Fri, 1tam- | 


49m and Sun 2-5pm. 

An opening reception will be 
held on Sunday, April 6 from 2 to 
5 pm. 
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cont'd from page 1 


A large contingent of religious groups gave their voices 
in support for women’s right to reproductive freedom. 
Pope John Paul I] came under attack repeatedly for his 
condemnation of birth control and abortion. Several hun- 
dred religious groups, including the Religious Coalition for 
Abortion Rights, opposed the Catholic Church teaching 
and spoke out in favor of religious freedom. Patricia 
Hussey, one of a group of religious leaders who publicly 
called for a reconsideration of the Church's stance in a letcer 
inthe New York Times (and were subsequently threatened 
with expulsion from their communities), also spoke at che 
rally in front of the Capitol building. “We will not permit 
our faith to be distorted by those who refuse to see women 
as persons, by persons who know not our sacred exper- 
iences and who refuse to recognize our equal rights to be 
moral decision-makers,” she said. Representatives of all the 
major faiths participated in the day's events. 

Counter-demonstrators staged a small protest on the 
fringes of the march. One man held a sign reading “Jesus 
loves the little babies. If you knew Jesus you would not kill 
the babies.” The New York Times reported that a Rev. 

Jerry Horn was arrested and charged with disorderly 
conduct as he approached marchers with an alleged human 
fetus. 


Entertainment was provided for the demonstrators on 
Capitol Hill in warm and sunny weather by singers Kristen 
Lems and Holly Near, both of whom have been active in 
political rallies and campaigns for civil rights since the 
1960s. “This country was not founded on the principles of 
democracy, as much as our history books try to tell us that it 
was,” reminded Holly Near, this country was founded on 
the genocide of Native American peoples and on the backs 
of slaves who were brought out of Africa. But we are here to 
do something quite different chan to perpetuate the reason 
this country was built. We are perpetuating the reason this 
country should continue.” Holly Near led the crowd in 
singing "We are a gentle, loving people” and “J have 
dreamed on this mountain.” 

Speakers and entertainers also concluded with vision and 
hope for the future of the women's movement. The 
message was clear, in viewing the protesters packed on the 
expansive lawn of Capitol Hill, that “feminism is not dead” 
and “the women’s movement is on the move,” as Smeal 
said. NOW leaders spoke of the need for organization in 
the women’s movement, while assuring the demonstrators 
that organization is forthcoming. 
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Food For Thought 
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Books. 
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cpen late in early 
September 


Many new T-shirt styles. 
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All hardcovers 10% off. 
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volunteering! 


[irsat 10-6 sun. 12-5] | 


Food for Thought Books . 
87 N. Pieasant Street 
Amherst, Mass. 253-5432 
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Shirley Sicurello, | Equity Institute, Inc. 
M.Ed., L.C.S.W. 


Individual, 


. p : ° holistic psychotherapy & counseling 
Couple, Group | | semi Hsrasment® Actsenttiam e paychic development classes 
Psychotherapy } © Employment Discrimination ¢ | ° acupressure & integrative bodywork 
i itute, Inc... 
(413) 628-3990 Te nee Marion McIntire, Bd.M. 
56 Main St., Amherst, Mass 01004 (413) 586-2313 
Northampton 
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BROADSIDE Booksnor 


247 MAIN ST. NORTHAMPTON, 586-423 
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CERTIFIED MASSACE THEDALIST 


University of Massachusetts students and residents of 
Amherst and surrounding areas expressed excitement and 
satisfaction at the curnout for the March for Women’s 
Lives. “I think this march clearly demonstrates that women 
are organized, and as one of the songs has said, ‘We are 
doin’ it for ourselves,’ Susan Manning stated. 

The National March for Women's Lives coincided witha ~J. 

show of solidarity for International Women's Day, March 
8ch. Political sicuations around the world were addressed in 
many of the speeches, including aid to the Contras, the 
deposition of Marcos in the Philippines, and apartheid in 
South Africa. Gloria Steinem labeled the day a “March of 
Conscience.” 
On Monday, March 10, several groups continued to apply 
pressure to Congress by lobbying against the anti-abortion 
rider and for che passage of the Civil Rights Restoration 
Act. The marching and protests continued for West Coast 
participants in Los Angeles on March 16th, where several 
of the speakers at the Washington rally also appeared. 
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Are you a film buff? VWV is looking for 
someone to_review films on_a monthly 
basis. The Cinema Guild, a New York- 
based business has asked VWVto do 
reviews of several feminist films. Con- 


tact the VWV at 545-2436. 


Z 


Readers: Watch for VWV 
being thrown away! Please 
stop people from throwing 
away stacks of the paper. We- 
work hard to put it out and 
hate to see women’s time 

wasted! 
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From April 2 to 5 Theatre Too will 

' present Ruby Christmas, astory ofa 
lesbian woman’s relationship with 

‘her mother. 

The play will be performed at East 

_ Street Dance Studio at 8:00 nightly. 

i Admission $4-$6 at the door. 


2 


COMPREHENSIVE 
HEALING SERVICES 


a 


Consultation and Workshops 


on 


413-256-6902 } 
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LIFELINE INSTITUTE, INC. < rt. A, 
PRESENTS bce NN 
CHOOSING CHILDREN:Realities, Roles and 
Relationshipssar, AprilS, 9:00-2:00. Franklin-Patterson 
Hall, Hampshire College-$20. Low-income stipends available upon request. 
Registration by sending name, address phone# and fee to Lifeline. Accessible. 
Lg.&Sm. groupdiscussion. Co-sponsored by Hampshire College Women's Center. 
Bisexuality:Information AppreciationWed, April 9, 6:30.8:30 p.m., 
Bangs Center, Amherst. Suggested donation $3. Accessible. A workshop in 
celebration of bisexuality, exploring joys and struggies. 
Lesbian Relationships:A Two-day workshop Sat. & Sun. April 19 & 20, 
9:00-4:00, Franklin-Patterson Hall,Hampshire College, $60, low—income stipends 
| available upon request. 
Hy Registration by sending name, address, phone & fee to Lifeline. Discussion, sharing 
& experiential. Co-sponsored by Hampshire ColleaeWomen's Center, : 
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LIFELINE INSTITUTE 664 Main Street Amherst, Ma 01002 
253-2822 
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Susan Ritter 


attorney at law 


MASSAGE 


Cornplete Civil Practice Including 


Divorces © Adoptions o Immigration 
Real Estate (buying or selling) 
Bankruptcy © Small Business Matters 


IMMA 
MISSOURI 


& 16 Center Street, Northampton, MA 01060 
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‘T tended to have a negative view of myself. I'm much 
better now. | fele I'd been a failure. | do so well now 
academically, it feels so good. 1 know I am intelligent. I'm 
competent. Look it, ] gota 4.0 average. It encourapes me to 
keep going and] feel so good about myself fora change. I'm 
more outgoing with people. I feel like ['m becoming a 
whole different person. I think it's wonderful. 

“My advice to other women in transition is to seek our 
some women’s workshops. If it’s a specific transition, seck 
out a specific workshop. There are workshops on divorce, 
going back to school, confidence building, assertion. As you 
goto these, you'll stare support networks, you'll meet other 
people, you will learn what books to read. Another way is to 
talk co women you know about what you are going through 
because it is really crucial to have that woman to woman 
contact. If you're interested in going back to school, look 
into alternative programs like UWW and others in the 
area. If you have a specific problem, call the Everywoman’s 
Center. They run the gamucand will be able to hook you up 
with whoever you need to be hooked up with. 

“In the beginning, one thing is, you have to make a move. 
Somehow you have to call someone or go to a workshop or 
do something, You are going to have to take chat first step, 
to reach out, When you take that first step, it starts the ball 
rolling and it's easier to do the other things that come along 
after. If you can make thar first step, and know that you've 
done it, you've already got more confidence in yourself than 
you had before you did it. 

“If you have a setback for one reason or another, you have 
tosay, Thad this setback bucit’s ok. I'm going to keep going 
and I'm going to do it! 1 think if you can keep doing this, it 
pets easier and easier to pass those setbacks. I can't 
remember when the last time was I felt | couldn't do ic. The 
more you overcome, the stronger you feel. Keep believing 
in yourself and believing in what you want to do. 

“Talways thought I was a really shy person, but I partici- 
pute actively in class and people seem to like whac | have to 
say. [t surprises me that 1] can be so vocal. 

“The only real fears | have are financial. Finances are 
emicial ta me because Lam the sole supporter of my family, 
Ics important to me that [have a secure job. ] want to peta 

promotion because I need more money. What troubles me 
right now is my financial security because it is insecure 
when you don’t make enough really co survive. 

“Tve thrown away a lot of stereotypical feelings about 


holistic psychotherapy | 
mase2ge 


For emotional, spiritual and 
physical integrativi. 


© 30 60, 90 minute consultations, free 
initial visit. 

© classes in psychic-emoticnal self 
healing. 


© sfidtrg fer scaie. 


Marion McIntire, Ed.M. 


(413) 686-2313 
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New Books at the 
.£verywoman's Center 


Inland Passage 

Jane Rule 

Niad Press, Tallahassee, Florida 
1985 

PDD. 

Twenty one short stories by lesbian 
writer Jane Rule. “Soul-deep gentle tales 
explore the conventional and uncon- 
ventional relationships in all our lives- 
relationships among lovers, friends and 
wives and husbands, and children and 
family.... the power we all have to 
sometimes damage, sometimes enoble 
those around us. The broad range and 
depth of these stories, their insight and 
humanity reflect the fully matured talent 
of Jane Rule. 


Transforming Body Image: Learning to 
Love the Body You Have 

Marcia Germaine Hutchinson, Ed.D. 
Crssing Press, Tromausbudg, N.Y. 

1985 


8.95 Dieting doesn’t work. Over 95% of the 


people who diet inevitably gain the 
weight back. 

What will work? Marcia Hutchinson 
Believes that we must first learn to love 
ourselves as we are before we make the 
leap to change ourselves. If we onto a 
spartan regime of diet plus exercise, 
regarding our body as the enemy, we will 
always fail. 

How do we learn to love ourselves? 
Hutchinson offers a series of imagining 
exercises which teach us w accept 
‘ourselves as beautiful and unique. 


what a woman is supposed to do or to be. I broke some of 
the chains and have found some freedom that I didn't have 
before. There is nothing important that I am losing. [ am 
only gaining in this transition.” 


SKY WILD 


psychic healer 
counselor 
teacher 


Northampton, MA 413°586+*5755 


PAINTING, Eicetera 
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Whether you're a skler or a fireside chatter, the Highlands 

Inn has what you need for a great winter vacation. sl miles 

of uncrowded x-country tralls on our 400-acre mountain 

setiing, and unwind in ournewhotfub. Downhill skiing and’ 
leigh rides are nearby. Join us for an 


unforgetiab! ‘ 
sojourn. Great mid-week rates! 9 e winter 
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Gender, Sex, and the Law 
Susan Edwards 

Croom Helm Kent, England 
1985 


aie This book explores the way in which the 


law, at its’ various levels of jurisdiction, 
justifies discrimination against women in 
terms of psychological differences 
between the sexes. The book examines 
the wider and more pervasive con- 
sequences of this as it affects women in 
their legal status, their rights, ob- 
ligations, and duties and in their con- 
frontation with the law. 


Lesbian Nuns: Breaking the Silence 
Rosemary Curb and Nancy Manahan 
editors 

Niad Press, Tallahassee, Florida 

1985 

9.95 


Fifty one present and former lesbian 
nuns describe their experiences. Each 
woman's story is about 4-8 pages long. 
Issues discussed include race, class, 
culture, sexuality, religion, family, re- 
entry into sociery and practices within 
different convents. An interview with 
Janice Raymond, a woman's studies 
professor at UMass is included in this 
anthology. 


Attention Bookworms! 
The Valley Women's Voice needs your help 
annotating the many books we receive, so that 
other women can find out about them and so that 
they can be placed on the library shelves at the 
Everywoman’s Center. 
Volunteer a few hours or a few days. Call 545- 
2436 to get started! 


P.O. Box 118 
Valley View Lane 
Bethlehem, NH 03574 


e 
lands “Inn (603) 869-3978 


Innkeepers: Judith Hall 
Grace Newman 


COME TO A WINTER WONDERLAND 


Resertaty Ch sheh_, 
oH. Connsal liag nh 


To resolve issuas of loss, conflict, anger, 


interior & Exterior Painting/Staining « Wall & Ceiling 

Repairs ° Floor refinishing ° Wallpapering ° 

Deleading/Paint Stripping ° Conzewing @ Locu, 
References ¢ Will Travel 


. Joan Wilce, contractor. Box 291, Leverett, 
MA 01054. (413) 549-7532 
| Fully Insured 


depression, nead for spiritual direction 
or life change. 

Lesbian Feminist Therapist 

15 yoars experience in counscling 

For individuals, couples in conflics, families 


Cost: $20.00-$35.00/session (1% hours, 
sliding scale call: 549-5166 | 


Thomes Morkotpice 
Old South St. Entrance 
Nerhempton 


PLEASANT JOURNEY 
The Alternative in the Valley — 
The Best Selection we 

of Toyotas Around 


Comer of Pleasant and Conz St 


Northampton, Ma. 
(443) 586-8450 
(Beb, John and Mark) 


Monday through Friday 9-6 


586-2637 
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Sarah Dreher, Ph.D.° Elisabeth Brook, M.Ed. 
Feminist therapists, serving individual 
women and lesbian couples. 


Eclectic. Sliding Scale. Insurance accepted. 
affordable 
21 Valley View Dr., Amherst, 256-8397 


Saturday 10-5 
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Phobia/ Trauma Cure 


Technologies; 
Implications for 
Reproductive Righis 


by Margot Giifeather 


On February 22, 1986, 100 people gathered at UMass/- 
Boston to share information about reproductive a poe 
gies. Sponsored by Women and Reproductive Technolo- 
gies, the Bosron Women's Health Boo ae ‘ee 
Boston Self Help Center (an organization © those wi 
disabilities and chronic diseases) and the Reproductive 
Rights National Network, this forum was designed to 

encourage community discussion and to explore a feminist 
perspective on reproductive technologies. ' 

The forum attempted in one day what easily could occupy 
months or years of one’s time. From the benefits and risks 


of the technologies co the causes of infertility, from the . 


concerns of the disabled to those of lesbians, participants 
raised questions about how reproductive technologies are 
handled, who makes che decisions, and what the future 
holds for women. 

Although “test tube” babies get a lot of press coverage, 
the information we receive is from a “medicalized perspec- 
tive,’ says Judy Norsigian, member of both Women and 
Reproductive Technologies and the Boston Women's 
Health Book Collective. “Not enough attention (is given) 
to the disappointments that women go through.” For 
example, in-vitro fertilization has an estimated 70-90% 
failure rate. Women often undergo at least three attempts 
-- subjecting themselves to hormone treatments to achieve 
and maintain the pregnancy; ultrasounds, laproscopic 
surgery and amniocentesis to monitor the fetus; and, in 
44% of the cases, a Caesarian section to deliver the baby. 

Many reproductive technologies, as diagnostic tools, are 
proclaimed helpful to women. These technologies do not 
give us perfect babies, since no cures are know for most of 
the disorders that they detect. Instead, reproductive tech- 
nologies may enhance our fears. Connie Panzarino of the 


WD Rs 


MASSAGE THERAPY 


16 Center Street 
Northampton, MA 01060 


(413) 586-5071 


by appointment 


Free Phone Consultations 
CONFIDENTIAL 
Week/ Weekend Hours 


“Many of us spend years trying 
to understand the WHYS" 


you want to happen Now” 


CHANGEWORK’s 


training 


Feminist Psychotherapy 
Barbara Steinberg-Punis M Ed.C., Director 
Certified 
*N_L.P. Master Practitioner 


*Kantorn Couple/ Family Therapy 


* Psychosynthesis Guide 
*Ericksonian Hypnotherapy 


NORTHAMPTON, MA 


PSYCHOTHERAPY FOR WOMEN 


Barbara A. McCallum, Ed. M., Ed. D.C. 


SLIDING SCALE 


ok Collective, the ~ 


Individual, Couple, Family, Teen, Groups rl 


Springfield 783-5884 
24 Hour Answering Service 
Brief and Long Term 


“CHANGEWORK will make the Differences 


counselling 


at Creative Counseling & Consulting Services, Springfield 


*New Chuices Trainer Certificate 


*24 hour cancellation policy 


Communictions, Behaviors, Feelings 


919-586-2208 


Boston Self Help Center says that only 3% of newborns 
present genetic disorders, yet pregnant women regularly 
undergo ultrasounds, amniocentesis and other kinds of 
prenatal screening. Abortion is the assumed choice if a 
diagnosis of a disorder such as Down's Syndrome is made. 
Little emotional or financial supporc is available for women 
choosing to bear these children -- unlike the case of adop- 
tive families choosing children with disabilities. 


Control over reproductive technologies is a crucial issue. 
Sweden recently outlawed do-it-yourself artificial insemi- 
nation, the simplest of the technologies. As physicians 
usually restrict artificial insemination to their married 
clients, single women and lesbians who wish to become 
pregnant via this method may face penalties for practicing 
medicine without a license. 

Elizabeth Hill, representative of the Reproductive 
Rights National Network, expressed concern over the ram- 
ifications of technology on abortion rights. As scientists 
develop the ability co expel and preserve a fetus outside of 
the womb, women may be pressured into transferring a 
fetus to another woman instead of being allowed abortions. 
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STRUCTURAL ano SYSTEMIC THERAPY 
WITH INDIVIDUALS, COUPLES,FAMILES 


MARGARET KIERSTEIN 
LICENSED CERTIFIED SOCIAL WORKER 


ORGANIZATIONAL 
CONSULTATION 


CLINICAL 
SUPERVISION 


Offices in Greenfield & Northampton 


SLIDING FEE SCALE = (413) 665-3716 


Sharon Weizenbaum, R.A.C. 


Acupuncture 


+ So Tai Exercises « 
* Childbirth and Women's Health « 
+ Chinese Dietetics and Herbs « 


(413) 584-3847 © 


by appointment 
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Please call for a free 
diaqnostic consultation. 
| welcome your question 


Lorraine Lipani 
NATURAL 
HEALING 


therapeutic massage, quided 


relaxation, and self-care 
information. 
12 year professional: 
Amherst Office: 


for appointment, phone 
(443) 665-7577 


Meanwhile, little attention is given to the causes of 
infertility. Rita Arditti, co-editor of Test Tube Women 
-- What Future for Motherbood?, stated that “infertility isa 
growing social problem (due to) environmental and medi- 
cally-induced reasons.” Sexually transmitted diseases, 
IUD’s, delayed motherhood and pelvic inflammatory dis- 
eases all contribute to infertility. Also, in the workplace and 
in the community, exposure to certain chemicals can effect 
both women's and men’s fertility. People need information 
so that they can protect themselves. 

Every issue addressed in this forum was pertinent .Com- 
pelling discussions, presentations and films made for a busy 
day. As people hurried from workshops to panel discus- 
sions, the place was alive with conversation. Nachama 
Wilker of Women and Reproductive Technologies (WRT) 
said, “People were really interested and enthusiastic (and) 
wanted more.” Ms. Wilker hopes WRT will travel with a 
videotape made of the forum. 

For more information about WRT, please write: Women 
and Reproductive Technologies, Committee for Responsi- 
ble Genetics, 186A South St., Boston, MA 02111. 


— 


Gabriel Brooke, Innkeeper 


Gabriel's 


apartments & guest rooms 
for women & their friends 
Open Year Round 

Cable TV & Coffee 


Hot Tub & Sun Deck 
In the Center of Town 


(617) 487-3232 A 


104 Bradford Street 
Provincetown, MA 02657 
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PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
INDIVIDUALS, COUPLES. GROUPS 


% \ 
pie 


SO McCLELLAN ST., AMHEAST, MA. (413) 253-9755 


(517) 544-2994 


Te ; , 5 
mari Business Accounting Services 


Computerized end Manual 


Caral Williford 
Cooleyville Road 
New Salem, WA OU3S5 


Paula Sayword 


PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
THROUGH PSYCHOSYNTHESIS: 
THERAPY SESSIONS FOR WOMEN 


CALL EVENINGS 


SLIDING SCALE 548-9420 
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+ iE HERSTORICAL CHRONOLOGY 

* Bet @irdfish is compiling an updated 
* Yalley Women's/Lesbian Movement Her- 
$ Storical Chronology using suorce 

: materials at the New Alexandria 

! Lesbian Library. The Library has 

$ published and makes available for 

> purchase this docutent of Lesbian 

> and women's events in the Valley 

: {Greenfield to Springfield) from 

» 1968-1984. Individual copies are 

+ $4.59. Bet is currently updating it 
¢ for 1984-1986 with an emphasis on 

: local Lesbian activity. YOUR HELP IS 
: NEEDED. Contact Bet at 584-7616 if 
+ you can contribute a few hours to sort 
s through local fliers, publications 
and info at the Library and make 

+ notations. You will recieve credit 
for your work in the form of your 
name listed on the revised Chrono- 
logy as a compiler and you'll also 
get free copies of the completed 
Chronology. To purchase a copy of 
the existing Chronology or to add a 
Lesbian event, group or activity 
which occurred in 1984-86 to our 
community herstory book, write to: 
New Alexandria Lesbian Library, 

PQ) Box 402, Florence Station, Northamp - 
ton, MA 91060. 


ADULT CHILOREN OF ALCOHOLICS 

An 8-week aducation/discussion group 
for adults who were raised in alco- 
holic homes will begin in Northampton 
on Tuesday, April 29 at 7:15 pm. 
Topics wil] include rules and roles 
in the alcoholic family, how the 
past affects the present, intimate 
relationships and how they are 
affected by family alcoholism. 

for information and to reqister, 
call Shirley Sicurello, M.fd., 
L.C.S.H. at 628-3990. A fee will 

be charged. 


Announcements 


CALL FOR PAPERS 

For a book on mothers as perpetrators 
in sexual abuse of children. This 
book, regarding women incest survi- 
vors who ware sexually abused as 
children by women, is currently 

in the planning and develonnant 
stages, with publication projected 
for Summer 1987. The authors seek 
Manuscripts from peapie both in and 
outside of the fields of social 
work, counseling, and psychotherapy 
who are working with sexually abused 
clients. The focus will be on indi- 
vidual cases with critical analysis 
of the dynamics involved as well as 
treatment plans and any known results. 
We also welcome papers form women 
who were sexually abused as children 
by women caretakers. Send papers 

to Mimi Power, MSM, ASCW, 345 Green- 
wich, SW, Albuquerque, NM, 87105. 
Optimum length 8-20 pages, double 
spaced, three legible copies. 


CLEIS PRESS SEEKS SUBMISSIONS FOR 
ANTHOLOGY BY SEX-WORKERS 


Cleis Press is now accepting contributions 


to an anthology by women who have worked 


or are working in the sex industry: 
massage parlors, encounter studios, 
pornography, escort services, street 
prostitution as well as other areas of 
sex work. 

Contributions can be in the form ot 


fiction or non-fiction, articles, stories, 


personal accounts, interviews, oral 
histories. 
jience are welcome to contribute. 


The deadlind for submissions is May 15, 
Carole Bennett 


19386. Please send to: 
or Frederique Delacoste, PO Box 14634, 
San Francisco, CA, 94114. 


Everywoman'’s Center 


Hall, UMass, 915-0883. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 5 


Chaosmg Children: REALITIES 


College. Fee charged. Low-income stip = 


ends available upon request. Registration 


Lifeline Institute. Accessible. Larye and 
small discussion groups. Co-sponsored 
by Hampshire College Women's Center. 


CAREER DEVELOPMENT SKILLS GROUP 


Roles, and Relationships. Workshop 9 a.m. to 2 
pm. in Franklin-Pacterson Hall at Hampshire 


by sending name, address, phone #, and fee to 


Any further information about the items in this box may be obtained through Everywoman’'s Center, Wilder 


Square, Springfield, Ma, 01105. Phone (413) 781- 
7822, x-3897. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 19 


Bread and Roses, a group of six women who sing 
songs of human struggle, will be singing 

at Worcester Polytechnical Institute in Newell Hall 
at 8:00 p.m. This concert is a fundraiser for the 
Worcester Connection, a Womanspace, alternative 
“education center. Donation: $5. Tickets available 
through the Worcester Connection, 21 Crown Sr, 
Worcester, Ma, 01609. 

EXPLORING SELF ESTEEM GROUP 


A career development skills group will be offered by 
the Working Women’s Program. The four week 


The Graduate WAGES Program is sponsoring a 


Women without writing exper- 
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LESBIAN FRIENDS 

Lesbian Editor seeks material for 
book exploring relationships between 
lesbians who are not lovers. Dis 
cuss play, work, growing-up, coming 
out, separations, family bonds, 
separations, committment, betrayal, 
humor, aging, raising children, 
affection, etc. Send life stories, 
drawings/graphics, photos, headlines, 
taped converstions, essays, poems, 
songs, prayers, etc. to Caroljean 
Pint, 1050 Title Insurance Building, 
400 Second Ave. South, Minneapolis, 
MN 55401. 


ISRAELI FOLK DANCING 

Come learn Israeli Folk Dancing, 

on Mondays from 4:30 to 5:30 pm 

in the Etiot House Lounge on the 
Hampshire College Campus. All 
levels welcome: come if you've 
never tried it before---and if you 
have, and if you have, bring your 
favorite dance. Come just to watch 
and listen, if you like. Bring a 
friend or two. But, come! Call 
Rebecca Lillian (Hampshire extension 
2054) for more information. 


A LESBIAN LOVE STORY 

Look for Immediate Family, a play 
written by Terry Baum and performed 
by Iris Bloom to be presented this 
spring in late April and May. May 
lst at Hampshire College's Red Barn 
and other dates and places to be 
determined. Immediate Fami 

unusual love story about Virginia, 
a lesbian whose lover of 27 years, 
Rose, is dying. Opening in the 
Valley this past Nov. Immediate 


Family received rave reviews from 
many local critics and moved Valley 
audiences with its humor and ten- 


derness. If you missed it the first 


time around, don't miss it this time. 


Immediate Family, a portrait of 
lesbian love and the issues and 
conflicts raised when society fails 


Family to gach other. 


THANK YOU! 

Thanks to all the wimmin in this 
area who supported my staying here 
for the last six months. I'm 
thanking the wimmin here and from 
other places as well (L.A., N.Y., 
VT, Boston) who supported me morally 
and financially to participate in 
the International Lesbian Conference 
in Geneve (Switzerland) at the end 
of March. Special thanks to Shlomit 
who walked side by side with me in 
good and rough times. From over 

the ocean, I'm sending my energy 

to you, sisters. CHAYA SHALOM 


MARTIAL ARTS CONFERENCE 

The National Women's Martial Arts 
Federation is sponsoring a confer- 
ence from June 12-15 at Yale Univer- 
sity in New Haven, CT. The theme of 
the conference will be "Special 
Training ‘86". For more inform- 
ation, contact Phyllis C. Drescher, 
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SUPPORT GROUP FOR TEENS 

Teens between 13 and 18, wondering 
if you're lesbian, gay, or bisexual? 
Drop by Lifeline Institues's free 
support group held each Tuesday 
from 3:30 to 4:45 in Annabelle's, 

on the third floor of Thorne's Mar- 
ketplace in Northampton. This 

group is confidential. 


FELLOWSHIPS AVAILABLE 

Fellowships to the Smith Manage- 
ment Program (SMP), a Smith College- 
based management development pro- 
gram for women, are now available 
to women managers working for 

arts institutions, social ser- 
vice and government agencies, 
educations] institutions, and 
other non-profit organizations. 

A fund, known as the Conway Fund, 
was recently established to sup- 
port the annual scholarships to 
the SMP, an intensive management 
development program for the high- 
potential woman who is a rising 
general manager. An admission 
committee will review applications 


‘In the spring for participation 


in the upcoming session which 

begins July 12. Inquiries about 

the Conway Fund can be made to 

the Director, Smith Management 
Program, Smith College, N'Hampton, 
MA, 01063. Telephone (413) 584-6660. 


HATHA YOGA CLASSES 

Ten week Hatha Yoga classes will be 
offered by Jean Erlbaum starting the 
week of April 7: Beginning and inter- 
mediate classes in Greenfield, and a 
women's intermediate class in Amherst. 
All classes include gentle streching, 
yogic breathing, deep relaxation and 
meditation. For further information, 
please cal} (413) 773-9744 or write 

56 Orchard St., Greenfirld, MA 01301 


LES8 IOGRAPHY 

A writing workshop for lesbians 

who want to explore their lives 
using the tool of writing. Lesbians 
with little or no writing experience 
are welcome, as are Lesbians who 
have more writing experience. 

Held at the New Alexandria Lesbian 
Library (wheelchair accessible), 
sliding scale. For more information, 
please call 584-3865. Taught by 

a published novelist and poet. 


FRANCE ENTHUSIASTIC OVER 
GAY GAMES ', 


French response to Gay 
Games tl is explosive. Pascal 
Bibollet of France has informed 
the Gay Games office in San 
Francisco that his group has 
translated all the entry forms 


eacecose ee eee ee ee ee eS eee 


: q i itled “Explori 
group will meet on Monday evenings, April 7 -April OLS DOB iSeries FOr SIDES Sm Bina es 


skills assessment, resume writing, 
interviewing, ete. The facilitator is Jane Carey. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9 
Bisexmality: Information and Apprecistion 


joys and struggles. 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
Bangs Community Center, Amherst. 


28, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. The group will cover 


A workshop in celebration of bisexuality, exploring 


Self Esteem” . The three-part series will take place 
on Thursdays from April 3 to April 17 from 6:30 to 
8:30 ac UMass. The series is open to all women 
graduate students. There is no cost for participating, 
burt sign-up is required. The graduate WAGES 
(Women's Admission and General Support) 
Program is designed co help women get through 
graduate school by providing services in the area of 
advocacy, networking, and academic support. 
SATURDAY, APRIL 19 


Accessible.Small donation requested. Sponsored by 
the Lifeline Instituce. 


WOMEN IN TRANSITION 


Beginning Wednesday, April 9, a support group will 
be held for women students who are facing concerns 
not shared by younger students: the economic stress 
of supporting self and family; the identity/self 
esteem questions evoked by being a student, the 
juggling of community, education, job, 

"and relational commitments. The support groups 
wilf cun for 5 weeks, 3:30-5 and is sponsored by 


FRIDAY, APRIL 18 
Atds:lnformation for Public Service and Public 


Health Personnel.A day-long conference to be held 
at Springfield Technical Community 
College. Sponsored by the Pioneer Valley Healeh 


Education Center. For more information, contact 


Lesbian Relationships: A Two-day Workshop 


9a.m. to 4p.m. in Franklin-Patterson Hall, 


Hampshire College. Discussion, sharing, 

and experiential. Fee charged, low-income stipends 
available on request. Registration by sending name, 
address, phone# and fee to Lifeline Institute. Co- 
sponsored by the Hampshire College Women's 
Center, 


EDUCATOR/ ADVOCATES 


The Educator/ Advocates are a proup of trained and 
qualified volunteers who design and implement 
educational! activities; organize and promote events 
chat will raise community awareness and 

community action around issues of violence againse 


women. We are looking for dedicated volunteers. 


Community women and students are encouraged to 


apply. Free training is provided. Letters of reference 


may be available. Interested individuals may obtain 


35 Gregory Rd., Wallingford, CT, 
06492., or (203) 265-0223. Fee 
will be charged. 


LESBIAN MOTHERING 

Are you interested in the 
possibilities for lesbian mothers 
in society? The VWV would like a 
volunteer to cover the Boston 
Lesbians Choosing Children Net- 
work's conference on May 3 in 
Boston. All women are welcome at 
this conference. If you're inter- 
ested, please call the VWV at 545- 
2436. Afternoons are best. 


The Hispano/Judaic/Arabic 
Experience", will be held on Monday, 
April 21, at 5 pm in the Browsing 
Room of Smith College's Neilson 
Library. Professor Raymond Scheind- 
lin of the Jewish Theological Seminary 
of America will speak about “The 
Hebrew Love Story in Medieval Spain‘. 
This lecture will discuss relation- 
ships between Hebrew, Arabic, and 
Spanish love stories and the rela- 
tionship between this literature 

and the reality of life in Spain. 
Particular attention will be paid to 
the image of women in those stories. 
The lecture is free of charge, and 
Open to the public. This lecture 
series is sponsored by the Medieval 
Studies Program, the Jewish Studies 
Program, and the Northampton Jewish 
Cultural Center. 


into French. His organizing 
committee is seeking support 
from the French Minister for 
Culture and expects to receive a 
favorable reaction. 

The French group is now 
attempting to interest the Swiss 
in taking a more significant rele. 
This and other contects with 
European groups indicate a 
growing excitement over Gay 


Games ll, and major 
international participation is 
expected. 

Everyone is eligible to 


participate in Gay Games Il 
which is scheduled for August 9- 
1? in Sen Francisco. Eighteen 
individual and team sports will 
be featured at all levels of 
ability for both men and women. 


Numerous cultural programs 
will also be offered. 

For rules, regulations, 
entry ferms and, complete 


information, contact the 
Games office, 526 Castro Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
(413) 861-8282, 
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detailed information and application ac EWC. 
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Linda Perez, Pioneer Valley AHEC/STCC, I Amory 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2 


oral historian, will speak at 4:15 
pm in Smith's Neilson Library 
Browsing Room. There will be simul- 
taneous English translation. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 3 


ment. Evangeline Darrity, Bill 
Strickland, Meyer Weinberg, and 
other community members share 
stories of their own experiences 
in the Civil Rights Movement. 
Part of Martin Luther king, Jr. 
Event 1986, this is an evening of 
inspiration from the past, and 
empowerment for the present. 7:30 
pm in the Cape Cod Lounge at UMass. 
Free and accessible. Sponsored by 
SCERA. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 5 
White Elephant Sale 


The Service Organizations of Smith 
College (S.0.S.) will hold their 
annual White Elephant Sale from 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Scott Gym- 
nasium on the Smith Campus. There 
ai1] be many items from which to 
choose. All proceeds will benefit 
$.0.S., which provides volunteers 
for local social service agencies 
and does charitable fundraising. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 5 


"We Promised Not to Teli". a 
poetry/theater performance by Kol 
Goodstein and Tzivia Gover will be 
performed at 8 pm at UMass in 
Handen's South Side Room. For more 
information call Andrea Kandell, 
545-1553. This event is free of 
charge. 


“SEDNESDAY, APRIL 9 


Film Screening 
“Women Make Movies" -- illustrates 

life fron various perspectives of the 
physical 
by 5 variously handicapped women. 

Includes the attitudes of the non- 
handicapped int their dealings with 
the handicapped. The film will be 
shown in the Cance Mini-lounge at 

UMass at 7 pm. 


+ WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9 


Moses Rischin, professor of his- 
tory at San Francisco State Univer- 
sity, will lecture on "Grandma Never 
Lived in America: The New Journalism 
of Abraham Cahan“, at 8 pm in the 
Browsing Room of the Neilson ; 
Library on the Smith Campus. This 
is the final lecture in a series 
on "Women in Jewish Life" sponsored 
by the Jewish Studies Program at 
Smith College. This lecture is 
open to the public, and free of 
charge. 


disabled usong dramatizations 


Sponsored by Project 10. 


Calendar 


THUSCOAY, APRIL 29 


Women's Peace Encampment at Mt. Holyoke 


Colicge. The encampment will last 
until Sunday the 13th, and will 

take place on the Observatory Green 
on Rt. 116 in South Hadley. Acti- 
vities will include workshops, films, 
Vigil. concert. Childcare, tents, 
meals provided. All women welcome 

to stay any length of time. for 
more info, call Jennie at 532-6849, 
or Kathy Brandt at 538-2937. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 10 


Aurora Morales will speak at the 
Greenwich Master's House on the 
Hampshire College Campus. She will 
be speaking at 8 pm. Selections of 
her writing have been included in 
books such as This Bridge Called 
My Back, and Cuentos. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 11 


poetry in the east lecture hall in’ 
Franklin Patterson Hall on the 
Hampshire College campus. 


Aurora Morales will read from her 


SATURDAY, APRIL 12 


Conference. 
Latin America and the Arms Race. 
Workshop atl day. Guest speaker, 
Phillip Berryman. For information 
call the Center for Reflective 
Action in Holyoke, 523-5341. 


MONDAY, APRIL 14 


is Your Job Making You Sick? 

American International College will 
host a Women's Invitational Network 
meeting on "Stress at Work: Is 
Your Job Making You Sick?". This 
discussion will take Place from 
5:30 to 7 pm in the Schwartz Campus 
Center Auditorium. For more inform- 
ation, contact AIC's Continuing Ed- 
ucation Department at 737-7000, ext. 
325. A small fee will be charged. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 15 


Franklin County Pledge of Resis- 
tance and Pioneer Vailey War Tax 
Resisters. Vigil in front of the 
IRS, Greenfield. For time, call 


Andy Van Asche, (413) 772-0711. 
eenanecneccensnnsceneeneenseee! 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16 


University. Sponsored by Peace and 
Worls Security Studies. 


Hall, Hampshire College. 8 pm. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 17 


each month in the Bang’s Community 
Center on Boltwwod Walk in Amherst. 
Ye are open to new members and to 
visitors. For more information, 
write to ISO, c/o the VWV, at the 
Everywoman Center, with SASE. 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 17 


Change". y 
the Safeguards Project at Mt.Marie, 
Holyoke. Phillip Berrigan will 

speak from 7 to 9 pm. Also at con- 


ference will be Ann O'Connor from the 


Unity Kitchen in Syracuse, NY. 
(Catholic Worker community); Joe 
Lynch from Sojourners Community, and 
others. For information, call 

Debby Reidy, 533-3584, or 536- 

2401. 


Main Lecture 


FRIDAY, APRIL 18 


AIDS: Information for Public 


Health and Public Services Personnel. 


A day-long conference to be held at 
the Pioneer Valley Area Heal 


MONDAY, APRIL 21 


"New Directions in the Peace 
Movement". 
Andrea Ayvazian (Peace Development 
Fund), Deborah Lubar (Smith College), 
Patrick Sullivan (UMass). Mahar 


Auditorium, UMass. 8 pm. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 24 


Open meeting of Western Mass. 
Parents and Friends of Lesbian and 
Gay Children (PFLAG) will be held 
at 7:30 pm at the Young Women's 
Association (YWCA) 137 Chestnut St., 
Springfield. This is an opportunity 
for information and support. Al] 
Parents, children, and friends are 
welcomed. For further information, 
call 732-0677. 


FRIDAY, APRIL+25 


Conference on Central America 
at Umass. 
Carlos Tunnerman, Nicaraguan ambassa- 
dor to the US, and Phillip Wheaton. 
For details, call Patrick Sullivan, 
545-0246 (message), or 253-9696. 
Sponsored by Faculty and Staff for 
Peace in Central America. 


NO NUKES NO DUMPS 
Rally. Music & Speakers. 
Rain or Shine. 
Saturday 
April 12, 1986 11-5pm 
Hampton Beach State Park 


Across from the Seabrook Station 
For more info. contact: 

UMass Peacemakers at 545-2661 
Or write: 

NO Nukes No Dumps Commitee 
Box 1981 Seabrook, N.H. 03874 


VWYV is looking for work/study 
typesetters 

(experience preferred) for summer 
and the fall. Contact the VWV at 545- 


2436 or come to the office at EWC In 
Wilder Hall. 


a a 


A new commitee has been formed 
to organize a delegation of Pioneer 
Valley youth and students to Partic- 
ipate in a youth conference in 
Washington, D.C. on April 19-20. 
The intention of the conference is 
to unite and strengthen the vouth 
movement in the United States. It 
will consist of various workshops, 
discussions and forums addressing 
many important issues of today. 
There will be a number of activities 
including a Youth Aid concert. 

For more info. Contact: Lisa Prato 
at 586-2852 


Michael Klare (P-A.W.S.S.) 


SATURDAY, APRIL 26 


details. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 26 


“The Two Cultures of £1 Salvador" 
Poet Claribel Alegria will speak 
on this topic at 7:30 pm in the 
Browsing Room of Smith's Neilson 


Library. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30 


SATURDAY, MAY 10 


Mother's Day Walk for Peace 
Northampton Women for Survival are 
organizing the sixth annual Mother’s 
ODay Walk for Peace. Meet at the 
Bridge Street School at 1:00 and 
march to Pulaski Park for a rally 
and children's entertainment. 
Everyone is welcome. For more 
information, cal? 253-5265. 


Program sponsored by National 
Lawyers Guild and UMass Legal Ser- 
vices. Caupus Center room to be 
announced. For further info, call 
Betsy Tomlinson, 586-1466. 


| Classifieds 


rent rooms. Call Jennifer, 584-4916, 


L.'s, 43 and 38, seek 3rd for cooperative 


$145 plus. 586-9485. 


Lesbian, semt 


Situation with the same outsi 
Call 1-533-5895, 


Looking for lesbians interested in b ying a large 
Plece of land to subdivide. Call Paula 625-G47-4. 


SeepeeaesennaeReneeesetannnenn 


Lesbian household seeks others, non-smokers ove 
25. Beautiful house, quiet lane in So.Hadley. 
533-5895. 


2 or 3 women searching for summer housing in 
Northampton, will housesit, subler apartment, or 


Northampton house starting 6/1. No smokers, cat 


-writer/over 30, seeks quiet living 
de of Northampton. 
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